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POLITICAL PROSPECTS. 


In the address which I published 
when I went off to Long Island, after 
observing upon the violent efforts which 
the oligarchy was then making to up- 
hold the system, and remarking upon 
the measures that they then seemed to 
have in view by patching their affairs 
up by the means of a new issue of paper 
money, I concluded thus: “‘ The pro- 
“ bability is, that the thing will go on ; 
“ that the system will be upheld by the 
“keeping on of all the taxes, by the 
“ issuing of Exchequer bills as often as 
“occasion may require; and that all 
“the pensions, sinecures, allowances, 
“grants, and all other expenses, in- 
‘ cluding that of a thundering standing 
‘army, will be kept. up to the last 
‘ possible moment, till, amidst the war 
‘of opinions and of projects, of inte- 
‘ rests and of passions, the whole thing 
‘ will go to pieces like a ship upon the 
‘ rocks.” It is impossible to look at 
hese words without being stricken 
orcibly by their application to the scene 
bf things now before their eyes; and it 
cally does seem to be next to impos- 
ible that the result here predicted, 
hould not be finally verified. Many 
mes since that passage was written, I 
ave publicly addressed letters to Lord 
arey, always foreseeing, that if he lived 
ill the Pittite crew could’ get along no 
irther, he must necessarily be at the 
‘ad of affairs: Foteseeing this, | 
arned him over and over again, that, 























the end. He is carrying on the same 

system ; the taxes are all to be kept up; 

we are still to pay in gold, debts con- 
tracted in depreciated paper; and, in 
every direction, force seems to be in- 
tended to supply the place of obedience 
proceeding from good-will. 

During the last elections, the people 
were everywhere told, and in Northum- 
berland most positively told, that a very 
oreat change of system was intended. [ 
know a very sensible man in that coun- 
ty, who spoke to a very near relation of 
Lord Grey in somewhat these words : 
“T hope that a very great change of 
‘* system is intended by the Minister ; 
“a very great change; a very great 
“ lowering of taxes and of establish- 
“ ments; a very great change in the 
“ affairs of the Established Church; a 
“‘ total change as to pensions, sinecures, 
“ and unmerited pay of every descrip- 
“tion; asalso in the game-laws, and 
‘« those other new and severe laws which 
“are now so hated and detested by the 
“< people : for,” said he, “‘ common sense 
** must tell Lord Grey that, if hedo not 
‘< make such changes, he will not only 
‘be as unpopular as the worst of his 
“ predecessors, but more so, anda great 
‘¢ deal more so; because he will have 
“‘ the power to do the good which none 
“‘ of his predecessors have had : he will 
“‘ be relieved from the control of the 
“ oligarchy, under which control all 
‘“‘ his predecessors have been obliged to 
“ rule.” In answer to these observa- 
tions, this gentleman received for an- 
swer: “‘ You may rely upon it; you 
“‘ may make yourself quite easy upon 
“‘ that score; you may rely upon it, 
‘‘ that Lord Grey is determined to make 
“a complete change in the whole sys- 
“* tem of sway.” 

Now, while I know that this very 
near relation did say this, I believe that, 
at that time, Lord Grey did intend to 
make the changes here described. This 


or. ber. But, when he came to 
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was some time in the month of August — 


matter more closely; when - 
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he came to look into the enormous dif- 
ficulties which he had to encounter ; 
and particularly when he came to hear 
assailing him from all quarters, the 
clamours of the parties who would have 
been affected by the changes, he wanted 
the resolution to proceed. He thought 
ita matter of less difficulty to get along 
with the old system, such as it was, 
than to set in earnest about this exten- 
sive change. Nothing would have been 
more easy, as far as related to the power 
of making the change ; but, then, there 
was the ruin which the making of the 
change would have brought upon so 
many thousands upon thousands of per- 
sons who were living at their ease and 
in splendour upon the fruits of the in- 
dustry of the people. To have popula- 
rity ; to enjoy the remainder of a life of 
popularity, was a thing which he must 
naturally have desired ; but, to see the 
ring in Hyde Park divested of its bril- 
liancy ; to see “ Pall-Mall East” and 
“‘ Strand West” smashed before they 
were hardly finished ; to see the glitter- 
ing gorgets -all disappear from the 
Horse-Guards ; never again to hear the 
troop beaten from the score of drums 
and played from ‘the two score of musi- 
cal instruments under his windows at 
Downing-street: to contemplate : this 
change appears to have been too much 
for him, especially as he could not have 
under his immediate view that side of 
the picture which would have been 
more than a balance for this. To be- 
hold the change which would have been 
produced in the house of the tradesman 
in every town in England but London, 
and in the resorts of the idlers; to be- 
hold the mended !ot and more moderate 
labour of the artizan and the labourer ; 
to behold the revived happiness of the 
hedger and the ploughman ; to see the 
beer-barrel, the clock, the Sunday coat, 
the brass-kettle, the good bedding; to 
see these return to the dwellings of the 
agricultural labourers, was a thing too 
distant and not sufficiently captivating 
to. weigh for a moment against the me- 
lancholy state of the ring in Hyde Park 
and the smashing of the brilliant club- 
houses, With: this alternative of con- 
sequences before him, and with not a 





soul to approach his ear, with any voice 
other than that of dismal forebodings of 
the consequence of change, he appears 
to have resolved to make no change at 
all; to keep on all burdens; and to 
rely upon force; upon a forcible exer- 
cise of the law, rather than make any 
appeal whatsoever to the good-will of 
the people in order to obtain their 
cheerful submission. Accordingly, this 
course has been pursued. It has been 
pursued without any settled design on 
his part, or on the part of any body 
else to abridge the liberties and add to 
the sufferings of the people. It has been 
pursued from necessity ; because it was 
impossible to carry on the system not 
only without rigour, but without addi- 
tional rigour; the expectations of the 
people; their expectations ,of a great 
change having been so universal and so 
confident. Hence it is that there never 
was a Ministry so unpopular as this. 
Formerly the Ministry always had a 
certain party with them: however odious 
their measures, however oppressive, 
however severe, there was always a por- 
tion of the people, and particularly of 
people of property, to side with them; 
to justify their measures, or, at least, to 
apologize for them. This is not the 
case now. ‘Those who live upon taxes, 
naturally approve of this resolution not 
to make any change ; but even they hold 
their tongues ; so that, from one end of 
the kingdom to the other, the Ministry 
hear nothing but the voice of reproba- 
tion of their conduct, and reprobation of 
the conduct of their supporters. Yet 
such is our situation, that there 1s 0° 
man who either expects or seems (0 
wish for any change in the Ministry, 
who may be said to hold their places 
because there is nobody to put = 
them ; and, indeed, nobody that wou 
be willing to take their places! Seve 
years ago ; as many as five years, ! na 
my readers laugh by saying that, to 
wards the end,” nobody would like 
be Minister ; and that [thought it ye 
likely that the affair would go 00, fi ‘ 
at last, no one would a ¥ a a = 
in the Ministry, “‘ unless | 

" poss sde sna the need of the wee 
 saries of life.” Extravagant as this 
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tion was in appearance, is there any 
an who will now say, that it was to- 
ally destitute of foundation ? After what 
ve have seen in the case of Hobhouse ; 
ufter what we now behold in the case of 
Littleton ; after seeing, in short, all that 
we have seen since the meeting of Par- 
jiament, is there any man who has a 
sufficiency to eat and to drink and to 
Swear, who would be likely to testify an 
ragerness to get into this Ministry ? 
| There are people who believe that 
Peel is about to join them; and I be- 
jeve that he and they both wish it. It 
s very clear that he has been working 
Mwith them and they with him; bat, 
Shough he has helped them greatly in 
e way of voting; though he found 
ultwiththem for going so far inreducing 
xes, according to the budget ; though 
e supported them in the Irish bill ; 
ainst Mr. Attwaod’s motion, and in 
cinding the vote on the malt tax ; 
bsolutely to join them openly and 
are in their power, is quite another 
tter. The increase of his friendship 
nd the decrease of their popularity 
ve gon2 on hand in hand. He has 
en this, and he now sees the immense 
ount of their unpopularity; and, 
ving apparently a very strong dislike 
real responsibility, he can have no 
bmach for sharing in that unpopula- 
y. Besides this, he would certainly 
s¢ more than half of those who have 
herto gone along with him; and, 
breover, he is no more sure of being 
lected’ for Tamworth, than Hob- 
use was sure of being re-elected for 
eestminster. There are all these ob- 
tions to an open and official junc- 
between the ies ; and to all 
se may be added, ‘that the junction 
ld, if possible, render the minority 
® odious'than it is now ; and if it 
not diminish their majorities in the 
se of Commons, which it probably 
ld not, the result: would be, that the 
se would only share the fate of the 
ty in the opinions of the people. 
here wever-wasa state of things like 
betore : ‘the people all-of one mind, 
that mind de opposed to 
who rale over them. This state of 
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however, sis so far from being. 





expected and foretold, unless the Par- 
liament and the Ministry resolved to 
make a very great change. Unless 
resolved upon this, it was clear thatthe 
two factions, or political parties which 
had been at war with each other so 
long, would join, would cordially 
unite; and that nothing would be 
done that the people wanted to have 
done. Kven before the Parliament 
met, it was pretty evident that the re- 
solution had been taken to make ‘no 
material change ; and that the two par- 
ties had agreed to stand by each other ; 
Frand the moment a question of trial 
arose, this union became evident to all 
the world. It was no longer a question 
of popularity : it had manifestly been 
determined on to set unpopularity at 
defiance ; and the question now is, 
how long a Government can be carried 
on in this country under such universal 
and decided unpopularity. if the Par- 
liament were legally of short duration, 
the Ministry eould not go on, even now. 
Still some accident. may arise to shorten 
its duration; and then there must, 
somehow or another, bean end to this 
state of things: the present system 
will, in -all probability last out the pre- 
sent Parliament, and will lust ro 
longer. 

In the meanwhile, there are collateral 
matters, quite sufficient to shake any 
Ministry that everexisted. ‘the Bank 
charter may be easily got over for the 
present; the East India charter isa 
thing that men in general trouble them- 
selves but little about; but the megro 
slavery question is one that would be 
quite enough to engage ‘the undivided 
attention of any set of statesmen that 
ever existed. The opposition .of ‘the 
‘* West Indian body,” as they call 
themselves, might, perhaps, bes 
set at ro sett, the midst of rime 
upon thousands of petitions in favour 
of freeing the negroes. I have «no 
doubt of the total inutility of this 
sition, which might be, and which ‘I 
dare say will be, easily voted down; 
but, itis by no means certalfisthas. 


voting ‘will ensure: 
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| wholly unexpected, that it was both 
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members of which reside on the spot, 
have their property on the spot, and 
will very coolly calculate upon this} 
question, whether the risk of resistance 
be, or be not, to be preferred to the cer- 
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tain ruin of acquiescence. The scheme 
which has been propounded seems to: 
please nobody: it takes the property. 
from the planter, while it does not give 
freedom to the slave: it has an hete- 
rogeneous mass of contrivances, which | 
it seems utterly impossible to put into 
practice. That it endangers the very | 
existence of the whites, must be seen 
by every body ; and that its natural ten- 
dency is to stir up general discontent 
amongst the blacks, is quite as evident. 
I do not believe that there is one single 
West Indian who does not believe that 
it must speedily produce general con- 
fusion, and consequent bloodshed. 

The colonial assemblies, while they 
must see this more clearly than any body 
else, also see that the whites in the co- 
Jonies must be the immediate and 
greatest sufferers: and, when they sée 
the law which is now about to be pass- 
ed, will they obey tt? 1 am of opinion, 
that they will not. If they do, anarchy 
and all the other consequences, will be 
likely to follow : if they do not, what is 
this Government then todo? The ques- 
tion is very much like the question of 
1776. The Parliament claims a right 
to make laws to bind the colonies in all 
cases whatsoever; and so it did with 
regard to the American colonies in 
1776. The American colonies denied 
this right, and if the West Indian colo- 
nies deny it too, are we prepared to com- 
pel them by force to obey? Mr. Stanley 
talked in a very lofty style about the 
conduct of the colonial assemblies, and 
about compelling their obedience. He 
‘was not aware, perhaps, of the men that 
he had to deal with; men who have 
never yet submitted to what they 
deemed an illegal and unjustjinterference 


in their affairs; and men who are notj 


, 


likely so to submit now. I do not say 
that the United States of America will 
interfere in this affair; but it is very 
clear that their tranquillity must be 
deeply affected by this*measure ; and it 





is‘beyond all question, according to our 
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own principles, which we acted on in 
the case of France, their right to inter. 
fere if they think their own tranquillity 
endangered by our measures, The law 
of nations, as we have laid it down our- 
selves, and acted upon it, justify a state 
in interfering in the affairs of its neigh- 
bour, if its neighbour be making any 
changes in its internal affairs, which na- 
turally tend to produce mischief to such 
interfering state. Hence our justifica- 
tion of the invasion of France by the 
Duke of Brunswick in 1792. We il- 
lustrated our doctrine of interference by 
saying, “ If you see your neighbour set- 
“ting his house on fire, you have a 
“‘ right to go and restrain him, and to 
** put out the fire by all the means in 
*‘your power; seeing that he cannot 
“ destroy his own house, without even- 
“* tually destroying yours in all probabi- 
“ lity.” 

Those must know very little of the 
matter, who do not perceive the mag- 
nitude of the danger which might arise 
to the United States, from convulsing 
our colonies in the West Indies, by 
even the very sound of freedom, to say 
nothing of the reality. I do not think 
that the United States would interfere 
openly, at least for a good while. Their 
Government would not like the odium 
of going to war for the purpose of per- 
petuating slavery; but, without ap- 
pearing openly, they could give, under 
the colour of impartiality and neu 
trality, quite sufficient aid, to all our 
islands in the West Indies. They would 
have as much right to keep up an inter 
course with those colonies when 10? 
state of revolt, as we have ever hat to 
keep up an intercourse with the colonies 
of the Spaniards in South America 
That, too, is the very intercourse wh . 
the islands want: the islands would» 
worth ten times as much to the prop 
etors if they were let loose from We 
chains in which we hold them. | 
compel them to submit to restrictions 
enormous, without their deriving - 
possible benefit in return. “This oa 
the case, would it be any eee ell 
lonial agents were already in the this 
States of America, and that, aonet 
bill can pass, arrangements We 
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made with that country, preparatory to 
a resistance of the law; and, if such 
should be the case, are we prepared to 
go to war to enforce obedience to that 
law, which, at the very best, is, if it be 
carried into effect quietly, to load us 
with new debts ! 

I beg my readers, in reflecting on 
this matter, to divest themselves of all 
their opinions and all their wishes, how- 
ever correct and however laudable, re- 
lative to the nature of negro slavery. 
It is not what we wish; not what ought 
to be; but what we can do and what 
can be; for, if the thing that ought to 
be cannot be accomplished ; if what we 
wish for is like wishing to be in the 
moon; then the wishes are to be laid 
aside, and we are to take the best that 
we can get. If, then, the colonial as- 


' semblies should think that the risk at- 


tending resistance is preferable to the 
mischief of acquiescence, what are the 
chances against them and what the 
chances in their favour. The colonial 
assemblies do not consist of blind men 
or of fools: they see very clearly the 
situation of the mother country; they 
know who the Ministers are, very well ; 
they know what are the motives that 
animate them now; they are well ac- 
quainted with the Yorkshire pledges ; 
and, which is more than all the rest, 
they know what means we have of com- 
pelling their obedience. They know, 


§ besides, what means the United States 


have of giving them succour; they 
know that the United States have no 
debt, worth mentioning; they know 
what force the United States have; 
they know how powerful the motive 
which the United States have to prevent 
this revolution in the West Indies from 
taking place. They are at six weeks’ 
sail from England; and at six days’ 
sail from the United States, and in one 
point, at only forty-eight hours’ sail. 
Now, theugh the United States may not 
openly avow any determination to assist 
the colonies, they can assist them in’ so 
many ways and so efficiently, as to 
Make war against the colonies on our 
part a most adventurous and desperate 
undertaking. 

Besides a considerations, it is very 


| 





well known, that the far greater part 
of the estates in the colonies are very 
deeply mortgaged to persons in Eng- 
land, and particularly in Scotland, in 


which latter country, I believe that a . 


great part of the banks rest chiefly on 
West India security! Now, if the 
colonial assemblies were to refuse to 
obey, what would become of these 
mortgages? If they persevered in re- 
fusal to obey, and if we were to at- 
tempt to compel obedience, this would 
be war; and the very first cannon that 
would be fired in that war would blot out 
the mortgages for ever, just in the same 
way and upon the same principle, that 
our war against the United States, 
blotted out mortgages and debts due to 
creditors then living in this kingdom. 
So that this is by no means a holiday 
affair: it is not a house and window 
tax or a malt-tax affair: it is not a 
power-of-imprisonment bill, or a sus- 
pension of habeas corpus bill: it is an 
attempt to compel obedience from those 
who have the power to resist, and who 
may possibly have thedisposition toresist, 
The bill now brought before Parliament 
is, in fact, a bill for making a complete 
revolution in the West India colonies ; 
and, at the same time that it does this, 
it loads England with new debts, and 
does not, in fact, give freedom to the 
negroes. This, therefore, is an addi- 
tional difficulty which these most un- 
popular Ministers have to encounter, 
and which they have brought upon 
themselves as clearly as death was ever 
brought upon a man by his firing off a 
pistol into his mouth. It will be im- 
possible to carry on a war against these 
colonies, even for half a year, without 
new loans to an immense amount. It 
would be impossible to talk of such 
war, without plunging the West Indies 
into confusion, or without incurring an 
eventual loss of the colonies. It may 
be a question with some persons whe- 
ther we ought to have any colonies at 
all. Certain it is, the more we have 
got the more miserable and enslaved 
we have become; but, if any colonies 
be desirable, these are of that descrip~ 
tion, They cost nothing and they yield 


a good deal, and they have been useful 
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in the maintenance of our maritime 
dominion. But, this is not a question 
with the Ministers and the Parliament. 
They have no thought of getting rid of 
the colonies: they wish to. keep these 
colonies by all means: they set forth 
the immense value and importance of 
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not, whether this is right or Wrong : 
that is not at all the question ; but the 
question is, whether these facts beino 
undoubted with regard to the equality. 
loving Americans, those men be not in- 
sane who expect, by an act of Parlia- 
ment, passed in London, to sweep away, 


them ; therefore, if they should lose. at once, all the prejudices, to change all 
them, which is far from being im- the manners, and to huddle black men 
possible, to the nation they will be'and white men promiscuously into a 
answerable for the loss. The bill ap- | jury-bex in the Island of Jamaica! “ Can 
pears to contain as un wise a scheme as | the Ethiopian change his skin?” we are 
it was possible for human perverseness emphatically asked in the Scripture. 
and stupidity to invent: it is approved of Yet it is nothing to these heroes of 
by no body that knows anything of the _Downing-strect, to enact that, that shall 
niatter, It offends one party as inju- be which is just as difficult as it is to 
rious to it; it is condemned by the change the colour of the negto’s skin. 
other party as doing nothing effectual ; Foolish they have been in every thing; 
arid it is fairly liable to the hostility of but here their folly appears to be pre- 
both, while, in a national point of view, ! eminent. In Peel’s bill, in various other 
it seems very little short of tossing the | things, this nation has smarted for their 
colonies into the air, and crying “ heads folly ; but in this measure, which injures 
or tails?’ In England or Ireland it is one party, without giving freedom to 
viewed by sensible men not immediately the other, we shall have an ever- 
interested in the colonies, with a sort of memorable instance of the truth of the 
curious indifference ; but in Scotland,’ maxim, that it is better for a city to 
itis viewed with alarm and dread, as perish than to be under the sway of 
every measure must necessarily be ignorant men. 

which places the fortunes of a large part} Thus, it appears to me, we shall stag- 
of the community on the cast of a die. | ger along, until some event, wholly un- 
The Pennsylvanians, consisting of a mil-| expected, shall arise and put in motion 
lion of whites, took more than forty|those elements of change which are 
years in the freeing of about thirty! everywhere in existence. It is not what 
thousand blacks. ‘The State of New/the Ministers may intend or what the 


York, with a smaller proportion of 
blacks, took about the same time in the 
freeing of them. The Virginians, who 
have about as many blacks as whites, 
have never dared to hint at the word 
freeiom. ‘But our heroes, who have 
got ten or fifteen blacks, perhaps, to one 
white, dash into the project at once, 
arid talk as glibly about giving to the 
slaves all the municipal rights of free- 
men, as if they possessed the absolute 

of ‘transformation. ‘The free 
Diacks in Pennsylvania and all the States 
to the north of it, are called “ citizens 
of the United States ;" but never yet was 
a blackman seen sitting upon a jury or 
filling ‘the office of a constable ; and 
never was one seen sitting at the same 
table in a ‘farm-house, or upon the same 
bench‘in a drinking shop, that a white 


man was sitting on. ‘The question “is 





Parliament may intend : allowing them 
all to mean well, our prospects are not 
the less gloomy for that. The circum- 
stances demand a very great change; 
and they cannot bring themselves to 
bend to those circumstances. The wise 
way is, for us to wait for the power of 
events to be exerted, and, in the mean- 
while, each of us to do every thing 
his power to cause the change, when it 
comes, to be attended with effects 5 
little mischievous as possible. In con- 
clusion, 1 would remind my constituents 
in particular, that I never gave them any 
great reason to hope for any great “a 
vantage to arise out of the Reform Bill ; 
but, told them that it was desirable ‘ 
have it, in order that we might oa of 
chance of obtaining present , anc 

ensuring in the end and lasting 
benefit. Some good 


we have obtained i 
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mely, a thorough knowledge of what 


» have a right to expect; and a lesson 
ver to be forgotten by the cleetors of 


is kingdom, who, if they do not pron 
»m that lessom, deserve to be slaves to 
> last hour of their lives. 





TAFFORDSHIRE ELECTION. 


Tuts election begins, I believe, next 
esday ; and if the electors there do 
do their duty, the next time I go to 
north, I will contrive to miss Staf- 
lshire, for I shall detest, not only 
men, but the soil that they inhabit. 


TO THE ELECTORS 
OF 


SOUTH STAFFORDSHIRE. 


OF STAFFORDSHIRE, 

ou have it nowin your power to 
ire the enrolling of your names 
bngst those of the famous English- 
i who, at various times, have snatch- 
bur country from the abyss of ruin, 
ry, and all-debasing slavery. 

ou need not be told how you have 
treated by this Ministry ; you need 
be told what they have done and 
they are now about to do; and, 
you behold Mr. Lirrzeton, one of 
representatives, become one of 
ery Ministry, and filling a place, 


































) in which his business is to be, to 
, ce the Irish Coercion Bill, which 
f lishes courts, consisting of military 
. 's, to try men in common life, in- 
n of leaving them to be tried by 
t 





sand juries; a place, in which it 
be his business to compel the Irish 
rs and tradesmen to pay tithes and 
M-rates, and this, too, by those 
of which you have so often read, 
hich I need not attempt to describe 
u. "And will you, the men of 
Shire, proclaim to the world 
©U approve of the deeds of this 
y, and especially of those mea- 
wards ireland? Yet this is what 
ill proclaim to the whole world, 
re-elect this man, who is now 
© apart of this same Ministry, 
© 18to be one of the prime in- 




















struments in carrying their measures 
into effect. 

If you were thus to give your sanc- 
tion to the forcible means of collecting 
tithes and ehurch-rates in Ireland, what 


right would you have to expect to be 
relieved from those cruel burdens in 
England? This Ministry do not mean 
to abolish tithes in England, even in 
the smallest degree: they mean merely 
to make the collecting of them more 
easy to the parson; and, if this scheme 
be adopted, the Clergy will get more 
than they get now, and they will have 
more power over the people’s property 
than they have now. Do you wish for 
this? Do you wish to be, in this re- 
spect, worse off than you now are? 
“NO,” you will say; but “ YES” will 
your deeds say, if you re-elect this 
man.. 

Men or Srarrorpsuire, has the 
Rerorm Brit produced the changes 
that you expected it to produce? Has 
it brought together a Parliament that 
has taken off your burdens? Has this 
Parliament adopted any measures to 
make you better off? Has it relieved 
you from the assessed taxes; has it 
taken off any portion of that cruel bur 
den, the malt tax; has it made the 
land-owners liable to the legacy and 
probate duties in like manner as farmers 
and tradesmen are liable to those most 
cruel imposts? ‘“ NO.” You have 
been disappointed, then; and will you, 
then, re-choose a man who is one of 
those who have caused this grievous 
disappointment ; and who is, moreover, 
now one of that very Ministry, who seem 
resolved to carry on, in all its parts, that 
very system, to rid you of which, you’ 
relied on a reformed Parliament? If you 
were to do this shameful thing, how 
could you ever again look your neigh- 
bours, or even your own children, ‘in the 
face! But, you will not do it: you will 
drive this man from your presence, and 
will merit the gratitude of your country, 

Besides, in opposition to this man, 
you have the true and faithful and 
unflinching Sir Cuantes Wotsvev, 
whom you all know well, whom all 
E knows well, to whose fidelity 

courage not a man of us would be 
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afraid to confide his life, and who is an 
honour to the county to which he and 
his ancestors have belonged for so many 
generations. Can you balance for one 
moment between these two mca ? When 
such a man as Sir Caartes WoLsLey 
is ready to vbey your call, can you send 
back to us such a man as Littleton ? and, 
if you were to do this, could you expect 
any man in the Parliament to continue 
to labour for you? What! you see a 
few, a very few, men, who, for the 
good of the people, are enduring toil 
unparalleled, and braving overwhelming 
and never-ending opposition; you see 
these few men thus struggling for your 
rights and your relief; you see one of 
those who has been constantly assisting 
to overwhelm them ; you see this man 
returned back to you, and you send him 
back, again to work in the overwhelming 
of the few men who are labouring for 
you! Will you do this shameful, this 
hateful thing? I trust you will not. For 
you to act thus, would be to bid even 
the most zealous men despair of being 
able to do any good for the people. 
Speaking for myself, I will say, that, 
for you now to send Littleton back to 
assist in drowning our half-dozen voices, 
would do more than has ever yet deen 
done to make me regardless of the suf- 
ferings of my countrymen. 

In full confidence that you will not 
act this shameful and dastardly part ; 
that you will be mindful of the sacred 
duty that you have now to perform ; 
that you will see that the eyes of all 
England are fixed upon you ; that you 
will call to mind the noble spirit of Staf- 
fordshire in former times ; and that, re- 
collecting the virtuous conduct of your 
fathers, you will now so act as to show 
that the blood that once stirred in their 
veins has descended into yours. 

I remain your faithful friend, 
and most obedient servant, 
Wa. COBBETT. 





PARTIAL TAXATION. 


I rake the following from the 
Examiner. ‘This matter has attracted 


the eyes of the people at last, I started 
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the game long ago, and had all the 
sport to myself fo: a good while; by 
now. ali have joined in the chag 
Spring Rice (who does not seem diy. 
posed to go back to Cambridge), wou 
do better to answer this, than to boas 
of the “ high honour and generous com 
duct"’ of those who have imposed thes 
taxes: and Peex’s-Biiz-Pss, woul 
be as well employed in the same work 
as in that of calling on “ THE GEN. 
“ TLEMEN OF ENGLAND 0 unite i 
“‘ resist the Member for Oldham”! It i 
these taxes, thus partially imposed, the 
give me that power, which an inbon 
quality in Peel’s-Bill-Peel makes hia 
so much over-rate. Repeal these taxe 
or make them impartial, and my powe 
whatever it may be, is gone! Thisi 
what the “ gentlemen of England” ough 
to “unite” in: their uniting in cought 
and groaning and howling and broyi 
against me, is of no more use th 
would be such efforts if made use of, 
still the winds or the waves. Nay, tt 
is just so much done to weaken th 
own power, and to add force and eft 
to mine. Do justice to the people. 

is the way to “‘ erpunge” my “ spec 
tions on confusion”; and there i 
other way. Before the reader enlt 
on the examination of the folloy 
tables, let him call to mind, that, bel 
to which faction the wrong maj," 
have it between them ; for, that 
Raprcats have never had any hand 
it, from first to last. It is their 4 
work, and let them enjoy the fruits 
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UNEQUAL PRESSURE OF THE 
SENT DUTIES OF CONSUN 
ON THE DIFFERENT CLA 
SOCIETY. 


Much has of late been said, and 
reason, respecting the unequa’ © 
tion of the assessed taxes, eo 
of the stamp duties. The a 
short table will clearly show . 
operation of the duties of Cule 

ise, which yield near 40, 
the public income, or four-fi 
whole taxation, 


fths 
and more tho” 


times as much as the stamp 4” 
taxes put together, are * 
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a equal and oppressive. The extent to 


hich the higher classes are favoured is 
once striking and offensive. Although 
ere be no ground for supposing that 
s favouritism was premeditated and 
iberate, there can be little doubt but 


the 
but, 


dis. 
yuld 


p reverse of what they are, or pressed 
m the higher classes, or those who 
de the laws, instead of the lower, or 
pse who have only to obey them, that 
rislation would long ago have provided 
remedy for the evil. The obvious 
ect of the duties, as they are at present 
essed, is to confer upon the higher 
ses a kind of monopoly of the en- 
fment of some necessaries and Juxu- 
of life—to impose a heavy diseri- 
vating duty upon the consumption of 
lower classes, and thus to discourage 
hsumption and hinder the augmenta- 
of the public revenue. The table 
constructed simply by taking the 
olesale price of the lower, the mid- 
ug, and the higher quality of each 
icle, and calulating the specitic duty 
the value of each. It commences 
h absolute necessaries, and proceeds 
hat are commonly called luxuries 
heir different gradations. 














is i 








oft 





Ad valorem duty per 
cent. on the cousamp- 
tion of 














ARTICLE, | as here 

Lewer Middle | Higher 

Classes Classes|Classes 

: B, Cami «cecascetbauies 20 15 10 

] , Common, yellow, & scented; 139 100 50 
t See ee ee ee sees eeteeeeereeer 2c0 | }00 25 
SMB . oscsnnacdaanaan ee 100 | 80 25 

nd , British plantation & refined; 105 66 30 
, , Trinidad and St. Lucid ..} 72) 53] 34 
7 , Jamaica eeeeee e@erteeetee 166 60 52 
Settee eee eee eee ee re eeeree 300 | 300 300 








r, East and West India .... 33 16 7 
: r, black aad white eeereeee 313 300 160 
and Cianamon eeceerteess 93 8v 5 












Ste eeeees eee ee ee eeeeeee 26 133 92 

SPCR eee eee eee 85 } 8u 62 

— GRASS ee eee sete seeee 500 100 62 

ES cco and Segars .....+++ eves, 1400) 690 150 
yv fees e888 eereeee e*eeee &7U | 650 592 

FM nese teeseerececes eseeee| 1227 | 1000] 750 

d "ee eee eee ee aeeetee eeeeeee 527 } 40" 257 
/ h wines eee ewer e etree eree xu 152 28 












ish and other wines .....0.- | 230 130 35 





here is a word to say respecting 
t are ridiculously called discriminat- 
and protecting duties. ‘These are 
er more nor less than iniquitous 
imposed on the people of this 
try in order to put money into the 
vets of some one bloated and over- 








grown interest or another, land-holders, 
slave-holders, or ship-owners. The fol- 
lowing are samples of the operation of 
these estimated upon the value of each 
article : 








at had the operation of the duties been | 


| Ad valorem daty per 


cent. on the consump- 














f 

| ARTIC LE, DESCRIPTION. wees 

| | Lower | Middle Higher 
| Classes|Classe® Classes 
| 

| Timber, Canadian ...6..00.005! 20 15 10 
' Baltic eee eee eee ete ** 177 138 120 
| Sugar, British slave produce..| 105 66 36 


aber East Indian,...| 133 | 106 42 

| ‘oreign produce of l or, 200 

free or slave labour § | soy 230 
Cocoa, (British Piantation ....) 72] 43 34 





PROTON ccocccoccceues 224} 205 | 187 

Cinnamon Ceylon ...cccceees eee 6 53 & 
, Cassia, I “6 sehatosseee ce | 87 8” 
| Pepper, (East India .......... 343 | 300 | 160 
| Pimento, (British Plantation ....| 120] 110 100 
Rum, British Plantation ....| 527 | 400 | 297 
(Poreign ....eee+0e e-+| 1195 | 870] 618 

British East India ....| 857 | 800} 750 

FGenews, faccocescccecs esccceees| 1227 | 1000 | 750 
Spirits, |EnglishorGin ......| 311] 311] 31 
Hops, |British ...cccoosesses| 30}| Wy 1 





[Foreign ....eces-se0--| 280} 200} 140 





We might add to this a long list of 
foreign articles taxed not for revenue, 
but to confer a monopoly upon the cor- 
responding productions of the English 
soil; to raise rents, or in other words, 
to take money out of the pockets of the 
people for the purpose of putting money 
into the pockets of the landed aristo- 
cracy. The best mode of stating the 
effects of these, however, will be to give 
in round numbers, and on the average 
of afew years, the actual duties on a 
few of the principal of them. Thus: 

Butter............ £150,000 


CHESSER. cc ccccccee 84,000 
EGS . ccccseccccce 22,000 
Oranges .....+++-+- 53,000 
Currants and Raisins 420,000 
Apples, nuts, &c..... 40,000 
a ry ae 40,000 
Briathes 2.4 cccvcces 27,000 
Oak-bark........-- 30,000 
ComB ..ccccccescee CI0O0D 


TEE. dasd accccs 1,400,000 


We have here taxes amounting to 
near 3,000,000/. sterling, for the pro- 
tection of the agricultural interests, but 
this is very far from being all. The 
duties on such articles as perry, cider, 
and bacon, are prohibitory. That on 
such a necessary of life, for example, a8 . 
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bacon, is 28s, per ewt., which is equal 
to an ad valorem duty of from 60 to 70 
per cent. In all this we make no refer- 
ence to the effects of the corn laws, 
which by good judges are estimated to 
enhance the price of bread in this 
country by a sum equal to 18,000,000. 
a year, and to amount to a tax on the 
non-agricultural classes of society of 
12,000,000/. 





MR. COBBETT’S RESOLUTIONS 
TO REMOVE SIR R. PEEL 
FROM THE PRIVY COUNCIL. 


(From the Glasgow Evening Post, May 25). 


On Thursday Mr. Cosserr brought 
forward his promised motion for an 
address to the King to erase the name 
of Sir R. Peer from the list of Privy 
Councillors, on the ground of his want 
of knowledge, and of having proceeded, 
in spite of forewarnings, in the cur- 
rency measures of 1819, 1822, and 
1826. The motion was negatived by 
298 votes to 4. We scarcely think that 
Mr.Cossetrt, on this occasion, could be 
serious. ‘he return to cash payments, 
after peace, was a measure which was 
never lost sight of during the war; and 
long before Prev’s bill, a great part of 
the depreciation was undone. Even 
during war, the Whigs, headed by their 
most celebrated political economists, 
resolved, in the bullion committee, that 
cash payments should be resumed in 
two years ; and the Tories could devise 
no better way of prolonging and in- 
creasing the depreciation than by mak- 
ing their obsequious followers vote that 
no depreciation existed, for that a bank 
note worth 21 debased shillings was of 
the same value as a guinea, the metal 
in which was worth 28 of *the same 
shillings. Holding. therefore, that 
there was no depreciation, the Tories 
could not anticipate any of the ruinous 
results which flowed from the Whig 
view. Sir Roserr Peer was no leader 
at the time ; and his bill of 1819 merely 
completed the series ef measures which 
the Bank and Government had systema- 
tically pursued from the end of the 
war 
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Entertaining this opinion of Mr. 
Cosserr’s motion, we yet doubt whe- 
ther Lord ALruorp, in following a hint 
from Manners Sutton, acted wisely in 
expunging the resolutions from the 
votes of the House of Commons. It js 
a falsification of the record. The his. 
tory of the proceedings is no longer en. 
tire, and, with this for a precedent, 
majority may, at any time, expunge 
whatever they dislike. The honest way 
would have been to state the truth ing 
short pointed resolution, and magnanie 
mously have relied upon the defence. 

Another remarkable feature of the 
debate was the unparalleled clamow 
with which Mr. Cossert’s voice was 
drowned, when he rose to reply to the 
heavy imputations cast upon him by Sir 
R. Peet. The yells, groans and hoot- 
ings which prevailed in the honourable 
House, appear to have been louder 
than any that ever took place at a 
election. This mode of suppressing 
discussion looks odd in an assembly 
which calls itself deliberative. 





MEETING OF THE MERCHANTS, 
SHIP-OWNERS, AND OTHERS 
INTERESTED IN THE WES! 
INDIA COLONIES. 


( From the Times). 


Yesterpay a most numerous ani 
highly respectable meeting, convened 
by public announcement, of the mer 
chants, planters, shipowners, and other 
individuals “ interested in the presert® 
tion of the West India colonies, w# 
held at the City of London Taver, 
Bishopsgate-street. 

At the hour appointed for taking the 
chair (1 o’clock), not less than 1,500 
gentlemen occupied the great room 
and shortly afterwards the Earl 
Harewood, accompanied by the Mar 
quis of Sligo, Earl St. Vincent, 
Viscount Combermere, the Earl of 5& 
kirk, Lord Saltoun, and other — 
guished personages, appeared ose 
platform. Besides those who sv 
quently took a part in the a 
ithe day: we noticed present Lord hes}; 





Lord W. Poulett, Sir G. Rose sir W: 
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Cooper, Sir E. Cust, Sir J.R. Reid, M_P., 
Mr. P, M. Stewart, VM. P., Mr. Marryat, 
M. P., Mr. Ewing, M. P., Mr. Godson, 
M. P., Sir R. R. Vyvyan, M. P., Admi- 
ral Douglas, Colonel Baillie, Mr. Alder- 
man Copeland, M. P., Hon. Mr. Lascel- 
las, Hon. W. Fraser, Mr. Gladstone, 
M. P., Mr. J. H. Palmer, Mr. Burge, 
and a large body of the most influential 
persons connected with the colonies. 

On the motion of Sir A. Grant, se- 
conded by J. Fuller, Esq., 

The Earl of Hasewoop was called to 
the chair. 

The noble Earl proceeded to open the 
business of theday. His Lordship said, 
that in appearing again before the meet- 
ing as chairman, he thought it due to 
himself as well as the West India body 
in the present state of affairs, to say that 
he appeared there as a West India pro- 
prietor, but with no desire of impeding 
the progress of emancipation, provided 
it Was accompanied with that justice 
which a British subject had a right to 
expect. It was superfluous for him to 
atiempt to offer any information to an 
assembly constituted like the present of 
all the influential commercial men of 
London, who were so much better 
qualified to afford information to him- 
self, but he must remark it was a most 
painful thing, notwithstanding the 


mumber and respectability of the pre- 


sent meeting, to see so many persons 
ssembled, not for the purpose of con- 
sidering the state of their affairs, but to 
ndeavour to prevent, if possible, a 
Bross injustice being practised upon 
hem, or, in point of fact, to endeavour 
© save their property from spoliation 
nd confiscation. (Cheers). He was 
ware that a meeting like the present 
as the last place in which to introduce 
hY political questions, but it was im- 
bossible now to avoid coupling the con- 
ition of the West India colonies with 
He conduct of the Government with 
espect to them. The proposed plan of 
Mancipation, as it had been laid before 
ne branch of the legislature by his 
sajesty’s Government, would not only 
Prive the West India proprietors of 
Ncir property, but would saddle them 
or a future time with estates and pro- 








perty of which it was now competent 
for them, under the existing laws, to 
get rid of, if they should so think fit, 
or, in other words, if an estate should 
prove unproductive, to dispose of their 
property in the negro population (a 





property which had been already com- 
pletely acknowledged), and to abandon 
the estate. But the plan proposed to 
Parliament for its aduption would saddle 
the proprietor of perhaps an unproduc- 
tive estate with expense of labour upon 
it for twelve years, when that labour 
could not possibly be employed with 
advantage. (Cheers). It had been sug- 
gested that no man had a right of pro- 
perty over the person of another man, 
but he must remind the meeting that 
such a right had nut only been recog- 
nised in courts of law, but the present 
proprietors had been compelled by law 
to become the possessors of slave 
property, with an equally perfect right 
to dispose of it. (Hear). Of that right, 
however, the Government proposition 
went to deprive them. It was quite 
true that a great clamour had been 
raised through the country for slave 
emancipation, but he must observe that 
the numerous petitions sent up te 
both Houses of Parliament did not 
emanate from those parts of the coun- 
try from which they purported to come, 
but were sent down to the various dis- 
tricts for signatures from the metro- 
polis by a well-organized agency in the 
cause. The people, therefore, were not 
fairly dealt with by a body of men no 
doubt conscientious in their feelings 
with regard to slavery, but whose con- 
sciences did not allow them to proceed 
in a manner separate from an abuse of 
the understandings of the people at 
large. The people had been misled, 

and it was now sought, by a stroke of 
the pen, not merely to abolish the sys- 

tem with all risks to the proprietors, 

but also at the risk of losing the be- 

nefits and advantages of the colonies, 

which had ever been considered as the 

right arm of thiscountry. (Loud cheers). 

The people ought, however, to reflect 

upon the effects to arise from the ex- 

ample of this spoliation and confisca- 

tion of property, and to bear in mind 
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the liability of all other property to a{ measure, without incurring the risk of 
similar attack. In the present case the| the loss of the property in the West 
spoliation was proposed to satisfy what | Indies. The proposition to afford com- 
no doubt was a conscientious cry for| pensation by way of loan was altoge- 
the abolition of slavery, but a similar| ther inadequate for the purposes for 
attempt might be made with regard to| which it was designed. Even now the 
any other property at the will of a| proprietors could not make their estates 
minister. (Loud applause). He said at | pay, and how could they, in their con- 
the will of a minister, without any wish ‘sciences, for such he believed they pos- 
to speak invidiously, but because the sessed, though it was denied by some, 
proposition was in redemption of in-| accept a loan which they were not in a 
discreet pledges formerly given. (Hear). situation to repay? Were such parties 
He knew not what might be the vote/to saddle an estate, from which nothing 
of the House of Commons (of which he’ in the shape of profit could be realized, 
would speak with every respect) upon, with the payment of 1,000/. or 2,000/. 
the Government plan of emancipation ; | interest upon the loan? (Cheers). But 
but this he must say, that body was not | even this compensation was suggested 
free from pledges on the subject, which | as a gift to the proprietors—what secu- 
was made a great point at the last elec-| rity or guarantee was there? Only the 
(Cheers). Such was the state and agi-! guarantee of the faith of the Parliament 
tation in the colonies on the question, | —that Parliament which was about to 
that when Ministers had propounded a) break its faith with the colonists by the 
measure of emancipation, it would be! confiscation and spoliation of their pro- 
presumed to be the act of the King! perty. (Applause). With regard to the 
through his Ministers, and therefore, if |compensation being regulated by the 
passed by the House of Commons, what | average, the proposition was monstrous. 
could the other branch of the legisla- | The subject, however, had been brought 
ture do to prevent its improvident ca-| forward, and he thought protraction 
reer? The proposition was itself a most | would be unadvisable ; but, on the 
unfair and unjust proceeding. It had contrary, that it should be brought tos 
been promised that nothing should be | speedy issue. He lamented that more! 
done without a confidential communi- | formation had not been sought by the 
cation between the Colonial-office and | Government from practical men; bul 
the West India body, through their ap- | the Ministry had seemed to lean from 
pointed deputies ; that communication | the West India body, as if they enter 
had taken p!ace with Lord Howick and tained an impression that they woul 
Lord Goderich, by the latter of whom a| not give a fair opinion ; who, howeve 
plan was proposed, but he shortly af- | he would ask, so competent to give that 
terwards left office, and his plan became opinion, or to afford that informat® 
null; a successor was appointed, and as the parties most interested in t 7 
without any communication with the | measure? The question was on¢ > 
important body so materially interested, only interesting to the West India pr 
the plan in question had been brought prietary, but to the country at large 
forward, inserted in the newspapers, He hoped that their assistance ene 
and then transmitted to the West In- he profited by, and he trusted the mee 
dies, where it would probably do much | ing would always keep in view, a? : 
harm; and he would venture to state | as funded property was secure a” Lae 
that the Government was not prepared | tection afforded by law, the res” 

to stand by the plan propounded ; they | of this proposition of spoliation. 
might stand byit, but he felt convinced | and general cheers). : fet 
that they were not ina situation todo| Lord Comnerser® said that vas 
so. (Hear, hear). The question had | what had fallen from the agin : 
not been sufficiently digested for the | man, it was unnecessary for ie ad 
Government to take upon themselves | enter into any detail as to the © ; 
the forcing forward of their proposed ‘the present meeting. He woul 
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face the first resolution with a very few 
words. He spoke as a soldier of some 
experience, having been Governor of 
Barbadoes for three years, and having 
had the opportunity of visiting all the 
colonies of the West India islands. He 
thought that if the proposed measure 
were allowed to pass, giving the Go- 
vernment credit (which he did), for all 
the humanity any one present might be 
supposed to be possessed of, they would 
inflict great evils on the slaves, and 
ruin upon thousands both in the colo- 
nies and in this country. In his con- 
science and on his honour the measure 
was calculated to inflict a serious injury 
both upon the slaves and their families. 
The effect of the proposition to this 
country he should leave it to more com- 
petent persons to detail, and would con- 
tent himself with humbly moving the 
adoption of the first resolution. 

Admiral Sir Byam Martin seconded 
the resolution. The gallant officer said 
it might be right that he should state 
that he was not a West India proprietor. 
He had not a farthing of property in 
the colonies, and was entirely uncon- 
nected with any person trading there, 
but he had accepted the invitation to 
second the resolution proposed by the 
noble lord, under the feeling that it was 
the bouden duty of every man to come 
forward and lend a helping hand to the 
cause of the colonists at a time when he 
saw them in a most perilous situation. 
(Hear). He was, however, interested 
in the colonies because they had con- 
tributed so much to lighten the burdens 
of the state, and because the revenue 
they contributed, if once lost, could 
never be regained ; he was also inter- 
ested in the colonies because they so 
much contributed to the manufactures, 
and he was sure that many who now 
signed the petitions for the abolition of 
slavery under false and delusive impres- 
sions, would, if the proposed measure 
were passed, be the first to acknow- 
ledge that the colonies were their best 
customers. He felt also interested as a 
naval officer, thinking with the im- 
mortal Nelson, that the moment this 
Country lost her colonies she would have 
to deplore the loss of her navy. (Loud 
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cheers). He had served in two different 
districts in the colonies, and was able to 
declare that the iniquitous and false 
statements put forth by the Anti-slavery 
Society were most cruel and unjust 
towards those against whom the asser- 
tions were directed. (Applause). The 
plan proposed hy Government was most 
inapplicable to every point which it pro 
fessed to relieve, and he would beg the 
meeting to remember that it went di- 
rectly to violate the rights of property, 
which, if attacked in one instance, would 
not be secure in another. (Cheers), He 
must also state that the mercantile naval 
service, so much aided by the colonies, 
was the parent of the British navy. 
From it the service to which he belonged 
drew the most efficient aid, and for the 
evil consequences of the proposed mea- 
sures of injustice to the colonies he 
would not answer. The measure was 
contrary to every human principle ; no 
bill ever passed the legislature by 
which the private property of any sub- 
ject of the realm was affected, if even 
for the cutting ora canal or the making 
of a railway ; the jealousy of Parliament 
was not arrayed against any infringe- 
ment of the rights of property ; and the 
same authority had no more right to de- 
prive the West Indian of his property 
in the colonies than to deprive a man of 
his estates in this country. He was 
convinced that if the delusion spread 
abroad by false representations could 
give way to truth, the voice of the na- 
tion would support the Government in 
a more equitable adjustment of this 
great, difficult, and important question. 
(Hear). The object of the West India 
body bad ever been full and fair investi- 
gation, but they had been met by secret 
enemies, whispering forth falsehood 
over the country, which had led at the 
elections to pledges alike disgraceful to 
the constituents who asked and the can=- 
didates who gave them. (Cheers). He 
hoped, notwithstanding the pledges 
given under delusion, that truth would 
prevail, and that the Legislature would 
not consent to an act of the grossest 
injustice, and i th wanton § 
tion. (Loud cheers). 

Me G. F. Youre, M.P., hoped that 








¥ 



































































539 


the position he held as representative of 
an important seaport, and as chairman 
of one of the largest associations of 
shipowners in the kingdom, would bea 


observations to the meeting in support 


of the resolution which had been pro-. 


posed and seconded. He was the more 
emboldened to do so, lest he might 
incur a charge of dereliction of duty, 
standing in the situation he did, if he 
omitted todo so. The resolution which 
had been submitted to the meeting 
Stated that the shipping employed in 
the colonial trade amounted to 240,000 
tons; but he believed the latest return 
which had been presented to Parliament 
showed that it amounted to between 
260,000 and 270,000 tons. The result 
of experience of the effects of the 


changes in the navigation system of 


this country was such that he thought 
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no man would augur very favourably as 
to the transportation of the shipping | 
trade to other channels; but, notwith-| 
standing this, a feeling prevailed to’ 


which he wished to draw the attention | 


of the meeting: be alluded to the opi-| 
nion that inasmuch as the supply of, 
sugar gave employment to this amount 
of tonnage, by the opening more distant 
ports of the world no injury would be 
sustained. The result of the maritime 
changes in this country on the system 
of reciprocity had been the displace- 
ment of a large quantity of British ton- 
nage, and in particular he would men- 
tion facts as regarded American ton- 

with reference to cotton imports. 
During the last year the imports of 
cotton had been in the proportion of 
three-fourths in American bottoms, and 
only one-fourth in the tonnage of this 
country; and the value in dollars of 
the exports from this country had been 
nine-tenths in American ships, and but 
one-tenth in British bottoms. From 
this result he anticipated that if, with 
fatal impolicy, reliance should rest upon 
British shipping taken from the West 
India trade being employed in importa- 
tions from other ports, that, sooner or 
later, those importations would be 
made in foreign bottoms, by which na- 





vigation could be performed at a much 
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,cheaper rate than at present could be 
done by British ships. The effects of 
the proposed measure would be most 
‘disastrous to British shipping, and bay. 


sufficient apology for his offering a few ing said thus much, he 


} would refrain 
from going into the details upon the 
subject which had assembled the pre- 
sent meeting. (Hear). With respect to 
that subject, he however must observe, 
that he had based himself on the prin- 
ciples of the resolutions of the House of 
Commons passed in the year 1823. On 
those’ principles he was anxious to see 
the emancipation of the slaves carried 
into effect. The period, too, had ar- 
rived when it could no longer be de- 
layed, but he also thought that fair and 
equitable compensation ought to ac- 
company that great act of national 
restitution. (Hear). If the British Mi- 
nistry would but have dared to be 
honest on this question, a line of de- 
marcation would have been drawn be- 
tween the unconditional emancipators 
and the great bulk of the country, 
which would have consented to beara 
portion of the means of compensation. 
(Cheers). 

The resolution was then put from the 
chair, and carried unanimously amidst 
loud app'ause. 

Lord Cotvitie then rose to propose 
the second resolution. ‘The noble Lord 
said that though, like his gallant Frieud 
and brother officer who had preceded 
him, he had no personal interest in the 
West India Colonies, yet he was neither 
uninterested in, nor ignorant of, their 
state and condition. He had been pro- 
fessionally engaged amongst them, ‘a 
was old enough to remember when t ‘ 
slave-trade was carried on in Britis 
ships, and had rejoiced in its sna 
which he had hoped had been gener. 
(Hear). It appeared to him if aren 
prudence was not now manifested wit 
regard to the emancipation of the ff 

oes than had been shown on the su : 
ject of the slave trade, the same peel 
quences arising from the too su - 
abolition uf the latter would ensue 1n - 
other respect. He said too sudden, t 
cause it was abolished in British ships 
before this country was assured that 
regn nations would do the same 
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(Cheers). The greatest danger must 
ever ensue if a government went with 
too much precipitancy to the adjudica- 
tion and settlement of a great question. 
The consequences of the measure which 
had assembled the present meeting 
would be most ruinous to all classes: 
none, indeed, would escape. He con- 
curred in the sentiment, that an incon- 
ceivable injury would be inflicted upon 
the British navy by the destruction of 
the colonies. He trusted when his 
Majesty’s Government were made aware 
of the sentiments of the highly respect- 
able and influential body by which he 
was surrounded, consisting of the most 
liberal and enlightened class in the 
world—he meant the British merchants, 
he trusted it would not be too late for 
them to retrace their steps. (Cheers). 
He, however, feared, as the Govern- 
ment had not applied for information, 
even if they received it from that body 
they would not act upon it or take it as 
fact. Their minds appeared made up, 
and, therefore, it would be with them as 
described in Hudibras— 


** A man, convinced against his will, 
** Is of the same opinivn still.” 


He could not avoid expressing his re- 
gret at the disinclination on the part of 
the Government to take information 
from the parties interested in the result 
and acquainted with the real state of 
facts. ‘Lhe noble Lord at some length 
detailed the circumstances under which, 
at the instance of the West India body, 
he had been induced to postpone his 
motion for the re-appointment of the 
select committee of the House of Lords 
to inquire into the slave question, and 
which postponement he stated to have 
been consented to by the West India 
proprietors at the solicitation of the Go- 
vernment, and, after some other ge- 
neral remarks, concluded by moving the 
second resolution. 

Admiral Sir R. Sroprorp seconded 
the resolution. He was at a loss to 
conceive upon what grounds the colp- 
nies, for the ion of which such 
strenuous efforts had been made by the 
foesof this country, were considered less 
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important than when those efforts were , 








successfully resisted by the British flag. 
The colonies had ever formed a great 
feature in all the political warfare of 
the land, and he was not aware that any 
circumstances had occurred which made 
it less necessary or politic to maintain 
the colonies in that degree of perfection 
in which they were maintained during 
the American war. He had served 
under Lord Nelson in 1805, and could 
well remember the importance he at- 
tached to the maintenance of the coloe 
nies, A strange infatuation seemed to 
pervade this country now, which arose 
from a spurious species of philan- 
thropy— 


‘¢ __..—- Under whose baneful sway 
‘¢ Our patriot passion sinks and dies away,”” 


(Cheers). 


Mr. Fitzceratp, M.P., supported 
the resolution. He deprecated the pro- 
posed measure as most unjust, and 
called upon the fundholder to make 
common cause with the West India 
proprietor against the innovation upon 
property. The fundholder knew not 
how soon his own turn might come. 
(Hear). The country would do well to 
bear in mind that the destruction of 
their own colonies would tend to the 
increase of slavery elsewhere, because by 
this measure the productiveness of the 
West India colonies would be annihi- 
lated, and consequently the demand for 
home consumption would necessarily be 
supplied by foreign vations. He could 
not but deprecate the manner in which 
petitions were got up and sent to both 
Houses of Parliament, praying for un- 
conditional emancipation. ‘These did 
not speak the sentiments of the people, 
but were manufactured hundreds upon 
hundreds in the city of London. He 
was convinced that the majority of the 
nation wished for emancipation upon 
fair and equitable principles. He was 
himself an advocate for emancipation 
upon the principles laid down by Mr. 
Canning in 1823, and on those princi- 
ples had been returned to Parliament 
without opposition by a large and 
independent constituency. He could 
seepaaty of an apleion bey sae 

iety of an n : 
« the "West India body —upon ‘the 
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amendments intended to be moved by 
the hon. Member for Sheffield (Mr. 
Buekingham), and the hon. Member for 
Kidderminster (Mr. Godson), on the 
resolution proposed by his Majesty’s 
Ministers. It was, in his judgment, 
desirable that the sentiments of the 
body should be known on this subject. 
(Cheers). 

The resolution, having been put to 
the meeting by the noble Chairman, 
passed unanimously. 

Mr. JeRemian Harman moved the 
third resolution. He was an advocate, 
under certain conditions, for the aboli- 
tion of slavery, and, though he abhorred 
the very name of slave, yet he had a 
still greater abhorrence of doing an act 
of injustice under the name of huma- 
nity. Such was the measure now under 
the consideration of Parlizment, but he 
was yet willing to hope that, after the 
demonstration of feeling which had that 
day been made, his Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, if they had sufficient independence 
left, would pause before they involved 
themselves in this disgraceful spoliation. 
(Cheers). 7 

Sir Cuarves Paice, Bart., briefly se- 
conded the resolution. He felt most sin- 
cerely that the measure which had been 
propounded by his Majesty's Govern- 
ment, if unfortunately adopted by the 
legislature, would produce effects upon 
every class of the community such as 
no man could contemplate without hor- 
ror. it was the paramount duty of 
Parliament to protect the colonies, and 
he questioned the right of the legisla- 
ture to take away the property of any 
class of the community without due 
compensation to those called upon to 
make the sacrifice. It had been said 
that the state of the country was such 
as not to admit of compensation, but 
he apprehended that means might be 
devised to meet the justice of the case 
and at the same time mercifully to 
emancipate the slave population. (Hear, 
hear). 

The resolution then passed unani- 
mously. 

Sir M. S, Srewart, Bart., M P., pro- 
posed the fourth resolution. As repre- 
sentative for the county of Renfrew, in 
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which was situate the two important 
ports of Greenock and Port Glasgow 
he could not but feel deeply interested 
in the question of the West India colo. 
nies, but for which those ports would 
never have arisen from insignificance to 
their present important height. It 
would be almost presumptuous in him 
to offer any observations after the clear 
and statesmanlike opening of the noble 


Chairman, but the resolution with which 


he had been intrusted was deserving the 
greatest attention from the meeting; it 
showed how co-extensive with the inte- 
rests of the colonies were the interests 
of every individual, however remotely 
connected with them. The whole ques- 
tion involved much nicer elements than 
even those included in the renewal of 
the Bank charter, or that of the East 
India Company, and roused the most 
intense anxiety throughout the coun- 
trv. He admitted that his political 
faith was not shaken in Earl Grey 
and Mr. Stanley, and he did hope 
that before the question came forward 
again, they would listen to the sugges- 
tions of prudent and practical men, 
and deal out an ample measure of jus- 
tice, not only to the widows and or 
phans, who had no other means of sub- 
sistence than a charge, annuity, or 
mortgage on colonial property, but to 
all classes so deeply and vitally inte- 
rested in the question. 

Mr. H. Buss seconded the resolu- 
tion, which, he contended, did not exag- 
gerate the statements it detailed. The 
measure proposed would reduce many 
persons from affluent or easy circum- 
stances to want, distress, and beggary j 
aclass, too, “ who could not dig, and 
to beg would be ashamed.” (Hear, 
hear). But the meeting had not solely 
assembled to sympathize, for that was 
insignificant compared with the great 
stake which it was sought to save to 
the country. The colonies had now ne 
foreign foes to dread, but the injury die 
rected towards them came from the ¢- 
binet of the Ministry of the mother 
country. Another Buonaparte, or 4 a 
sitation of Providence, was less to °¢ 
dreaded, and would be trifling com 
pared with that which now 
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he colonies. Let the meeting bear in 
nind what was to be gained and what 
ost. The colonies supplied preduce to 
ie amount of from 10,000,000/ to 
1,000,000/. annually, and consumed of 
nanufactures between 4,000,000/. and 
,000,000/. There were employed in 
ie trade not less than 250,000 tons of 


hipping, not to enter into the trade | 


risiug from the mutual interchange of 
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abolitionist says, wash out the stain of 
slavery from the nation’s character, and 
he (Mr. Bliss) would respond, do so; 
but not with the blood of the whites. 
(Loud cheers), «The object of the 
meeting was to prevent this most 
unjust spoliation—this attack upon the 
power and wealth of the nation. Let 
the complaints be loud, and the legisla- 
ture would probably listen as they had 





bommodities between the southern and; done to the 177,000 sentimental spin- 
. . } . *,* 

borthern colonies, and amounting an-!sters who had, in petition, ventured to 

ually to upwards of 2,000,000/,, and | submit counsel anil advice to the British 


mploying shipping of 100,000 tons. 
fthe one branch was struck at, the 


| senate. 


(Cheers and laughter), He 
should hope that the influential persons 


ther would be endangered, if not de-| by whom he was surrounded, and who 
troyed.’ ‘The northern colonies were so | were engaged deeply in the business of 


uch implicated with the interests of 
he other, that the destruction of the lat- 
er would deeply and sensibly affect 
hem, besides shake their confidence in 
e imperial Government. (Cheers). No 
han could doubt but that this at- 
ck upon the West India colonies 
ould effect a deficiency in the re- 


enue of -7,000,000/. annually, which | 
ould then make the work of confisca- 
on go round, and he would here in- 
ire how that deficiency was to be 


bpplied ? (Cheers). Would the im- 
ortation of foreign sugars do this, or 
ould it not rather tend to enhance the 
rice, by which the system of slavery 
ould be perpetuated in foreign lands 
-a system which the abolitionists ima- 
ined they could by this measure ter- 
hinate and destroy? They called, too, 
pon the West India proprietors to join 
l this cant—this morbid and theatrical 

ilanthrophy—this fallacy which they 
onot see. (Cheers). These parties, 
hough of a respectable sect, did not 
tertain principles which ought to go- 
rn a nation, or by which its indepen- 
ence could be maintained. The dig- 
ity of this nation could not be enhanced 
Y spoliation or by the adoption of a 
heap liberality in enfranchising the 
aves with money which was not its 

n. (Cheers). The nation had received 
te value for the slave population, and 
ving got rid of them, cries out against 
l€ iniquitous traffic, and demands their 

ease from thraldrom. The proprietor 


back his purchase-money: the 


life, would, at least, prevail as much as 
the Tabithas, Dorcases, and Priscillas, 
who knew life only from novels and 
romances, and yet addressed the legis- 
lature. He trusted the colonial empire 
would not be frittered away for cant and 





‘sentiment, or that this country would 
not lay violent hands upon her own 
possessions. If the colonial dominion 
and the supremacy of the seas were thus 
maintained, it never could be said that 
as a nation England had, by passing 
such a measure us this, declared herself 
‘incompetent to rule and unworthy to 
‘maintain these possessions. (Loud 
cheers). 

The resolution was then carried 
unanimously. 

Earl St. Vincenr moved the fifth 
resolution. The noble Lord concurred 
in the sentiments expressed by the noble 
Chairmaa, and contained in the resolu- 
tions which had been adopted, and 
deprecated the ministerial measure as 
most unjust, impolitic, and injurious to 
the best interests of the state. The 
planters had never refused to consent 
to emancipation, provided proper com- 
pensation were (allowed them; but up 
to the present time no such proposition 
had ever been made, 

Mr. N. Matcorm briefly seconded 
the resolution, which passed unani- 
mously. 

Mr. J. Invine, in moving the adop- 
tion of the sixth resolution, went at. 
considerable length into a detail of the . 
communications between the deputies 
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and the Government on the subject of 
colonial slavery, the particulars of 
which have already been before the 
public. The hon. Gentleman added, 
that on Saturday the deputies, as well as 
some delegates from Bristol and Glas- 
gow, had another interview with the 
Right Hon. Secretary for the Colonies, 
when they had pressed him to explain 
what was the amount of the sum in- 
tended by him for compensation, as he 
then called it, but which was not the 
term used in the resolutions he had 
laid on the table of Parliament. The 
right hon. Gentleman declined stating 
anything further on that head, adding 
that he was not authorised by the 
Cabinet to mention the sum; upon 
which the deputation said that unless 
something explicit was stated, by which 
the cultivation of the colonies and the 
co-operation of the colonists were 
secured they could not consent to lend 
their hands to commit an act of suicide. 
(Cheers). 

Mr. Anprew Corvitue seconded the 
resolution, which also passed unani- 
mously. 

Mr. J. Horstey Parmer proposed 
the seventh resclution. He concurred 
in all that had been said upon the pro- 
priety of emancipation with the regard 
to the rightsof property. The colonies 
had ever been ready to meet the ques- 
tion with fairness, but it was impossible 
they could consent to the reckless spoli- 
ation which would result from the adop- 
tion of the ministerial plan, and which 
would endanger the whole frame of so- 
ciety. ‘The property of the planter had 
been secured by a hundred acts of 
Parliament, and no Minister had a right 
to tamper with that property. (Hear, 
hear). It tended much to shake the credit 
and confidence of the country. The 
events of 1825 proved what was the 
effect of confidence and credit shaken; 
but he feared those events would be but 
as nothing in comparison with results to 
be anticipated from the passing of the 
proposed measure, for he would maintain 
that in such an event there would be no 
security in the funded property in this 
country. (Cheers). The funded pro- 
perty was not secured by one act of 
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Parliament, while the property of the 
colonies now assailed had the protection 
of a hundred statutes, which seemed to 
avail but little against this first proposi- 
tion of gross violent spoliation. If it 
passed, what was to prevent an acqui- 
escence in the doctrines of Mr. Cobbett 
and Mr. Attwood, and take off one 
fourth from the value of the pound 
note. (Cheers). 

Mr. Lewis seconded the resolution, 
and cited the language of Lord Stowell, 
declaring the slaves in the colonies to be 
the inalienable property of their mas. 
ters. He contended on this authority, 
and other decisions, that emancipation 
without compensation would be most 
unjust. 

Lord W. Povuterr moved the eighth 
resolution, and expressed his conviction 
that the proposed measure was both 
unjust and impracticable. 

Mr. G. Hisserrt seconded the resolu- 
tion. The measure, if carried, would 
inflict a death blow upon the colonial, 
commercial, naval, and financial inter- 
ests of the country. He was satisfied 
that if an inquest could be held upon 
the colonies by Lords Vincent, Nelson, 
Gardiner, and other’ distinguished off- 
cers whom he had well known, the ver 
dict would be that the body came by its 
death by suicide during an conta 
mental derangement. (Cheers 4 
laughter). : 

The resolution was carried. 

The Earl of Harewoon, after a 
nouncing that he should probably 0 
be in Parliament when the petition a 
presented, reminded the meeting oper 
was possible that branch of the — 
lature might attend to their interes i 
It had hitherto done some service, — 
he would wish every man to cons - 
whether the attempt which had - 
been made to overrule the eye 
that assembly had placed the vol . 
interests, and —s the nation 

ter footing than before. 
yo the water of Mr. Fuutes, “ 
conded by Mr. K. Dovetas, thanks ¥ ' 
then voted to the noble chairma® 

lamation. 

“ie the motion of Earl Sr. paw 
the thanks of the meeting were 








the 
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on mously voted to George Hibbert, Esq. | moiety of the whole quantity of sugar 


to for his able advocacy of the cause of the 

S- BS West India colonists. 

ut The meeting then (at a quarter-past 

~ 5 o'clock) separated. 

‘ ; 

” At a General Meeting of proprietors, 

de merchants, bankers, ship-owners, 

manufacturers, traders, and others 

interested in the preservation of the 

West India Colonies, convened by 

public advertisement, and held at 

the City of London Tavern, on Mon- 

day, the 27. of May, 1833: 

» The Right Hon. the Earl of Harzewoop 

in the chair : 

It was, on the motion of the Viscount 
Combermere, seconded by Adaiiral 
Sir Byam Martin, K.C.B., and sup- 
ported by G. F. Young, Esq. M.P., 
unanimously resolved, 

1. That the cultivation of the Sugar 
Colonies, and their maintenance as de- 
pendencies of Great Britain, have been 
justly considered as objects of vast im- 
vortance to the prosperity and power of 
he British empire: the shipping em- 
ployed in that tride amounts to 950 
ships, with a tonnage of 240,000 tons, 
exclusive of the very considerable bri- 
ish tonnage engaged in the large and 
increasing trade between the Islands 
and the British North American Colo- 
nies; the annual exports amount to 4} 
millions, and the revenue on the pro- 
tuce imported to 7 millions, while the 
Breat bulk of the net proceeds of such 


























n Great Britain, thereby giving im- 

mediate and extensive employment to 

British industry. 

4t was, on the motion of Lord Colville, 
seconded by Admiral Sir Robert 
Stopford, K.C.B., and supported by 
Thomas Fitzgerald, Esq., M. P., 
unanimously resolved, 

2. That any measures which shall 
lave the effect of suddenly extinguish- 
ng, or materially diminishing, the cul- 
vation of these colonies, will be at- 
nded with the most calamitous results 
0 every branch of the British interests. 
48 respects our revenue, the enormous 
ise in price consequent on the destruc- 
ion of colonies which now supply a 

















imported into Europe, would render 
it impossible to raise the same duties, 
and thereby impose on Government the 
necessity of substituting other taxes on 
an impoverished people. The naval 





produce is spent by proprietors resident | 


‘power of Great Britain would be most 

essentially impaired ; and a very large 

proportion of the shipping engaged in 
the colonial trade, and of the labour 

‘engaged in manufactures for the colo- 

‘nial markets, would immediately be 

thrown out of employment. 

It was, on the motion of Jeremiah Har- 
man, Esq., seconded by Sir Charles 
Price, Bart., unanimously resolved, 

3. That a trade which has existed for 
centuries, and of such magnitude, must 
‘necessarily involve, in no inconsicerable 
| degree, the prosperity of all the other 
mercantile, and of the banking and mo- 
nied interests of the empire; and this 
meeting, assembled in the centre of 
British commerce, looking to the effects 
which must be produced on these inte- 
rests alone, cannot contemplate without 
dismay the probable result of the ex- 
tinction of the West India Colonies as 
trading communities. 

It was, on the motion of Sir Michael 
Shaw Stewart, Bart., M.P., seconded 
by N. Bliss, Esq., unanimously re- 
solved, 

4. That this meeting are most de- 
sirous of pressing upon the attention of 
his Majesty's Government, of Parlia- 
ment, and the public at large, that in- 
dependently of planters, merchants, 
manufacturers, and tradesmen, ob- 
viously and directly connected with the 
colonies, there is a numerous class of 
persons scattered throughout Great Bri- 
tain, consisting of widows, orphans, 
minors, annuitants, and other claimants 
under wills and settlements, who have 
no support for themselves and their fa- 
milies, except a charge upon colonial 
property created on the faith of existing 
laws, and who must therefore be re- 
duced to beggary by any ill-advised or 
precipitate measure of emancipation. 

[t was, on the motion of the Viscount 
St. Vincent, seconded by Neill 
— Esq., jun., unanimously 
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5. That this meeting are willing to 
promote the success of any well-digested 
measures which may lead to the extinc- 
tion of slavery, in conformity with the 
spirit and language of the resolutions of 
the House of Commons in 1823. Any 
measure, however, to be consistent with 
those resolutions, must have regard to 
the future as well as to the present con- 
dition of the negroes; must provide for 
the continued cultivation of the colo- 
nies ; for the preservation of the lives 
of the inhabitants; and must be ac- 
companied by adequate compensation to 
the West India proprietors. 

It was, on the motion of John Irving, 
Esq., seconded by Andrew Col- 
ville, Esq., unanimously resolved, 

6. That the scheme of emancipation 
which has been promulgated by his Ma- 
jesty’s Ministers, is deficient in the 
leading principles which this meeting 
consider essential to a wise and just ar- 
rangement of the subject of slavery. It 
provides no security for the lives of our 
fellow-subjects in the colonies; it pro- 
poses to divest the owner of his property 
without any real compensation, it tends 
to destroy colonial agriculture, by en- 
tailing heavy additional expense on a 
cultivation already confessedly de- 
pressed ; it renders all outlay of capital 
in the West Indies unprofitable, and 
thereby puts a stop to the progessive 
civilization of the negroes in our own 
colonies, while at the same time it di- 
rectly encourages the slave trade and 
slavery in foreign countries. 
it was,on the motion of J, Horsley 

Palmer, Esq., seconded by James 
Lewis, Esq., unanimously resolved, 

7. That this meeting know of 
no stronger title to property than 
that which is derived from positive 
law, and of no other security against 
spoliation than a confidence that the 

Government under which they live will 

respect those rights and interests which 

have grown out of the law it has made. 

That the proprietors of negro slaves 

possess those slaves under the sanction 

of British laws which enabled and es- 
ially encouraged the people of Great 
ritain to convey slaves from Africa, 
and to sell them to their fellow-sub- 


598 


jects in the colonies. And this meeting, 
looking to the rights which have been 
thus acquired, do solemnly protest 
against any measure which takes awa 
the property of their fellow-subjects 
without adequate compensation, and 
which is therefore calculated to impair 
that confidence under which the system 
of British commerce has been nurtured 
and sustained, and to establish a pre. 
cedent which may very shortly subject 
every other species of property to be 
dealt with upon similar principles. 

It was, on the motion of Lord Wil 
liam Powlett, seconded by George 
Hibbert, Esq., unanimously re- 
solved, 

S. ‘That petitions founded on the pre- 
ceding resolutions be presented to his 
Majesty, and to both houses of Parlia- 
ment. . 

(Signed) Harewoop, Chairman. 

The Earl of Harewood having then lef 
the chair, and the Viscount 5. 
Vincent having taken it, it was, 0 
the motion of John Fuller, Esq, 
seconded by W. R. Keith Douglas, 
Esq., unanimously resolved, 

That the best thanks of this meeting 
are due to the Earl of Harewood, for 
his kindness in taking the chair, and w 
the dignity and ability with which y 
lordship has directed the proceedings 

e day. 
te bing eM on the motion of the 

Viscount St. Vincent, seconde ; 
the Earl of Harewood, unanimous} 
resolved oe 

That the warmest thanks of this om 
ing are due to George Hibbert, /- 
for his able, temperate, and a" the 
able advocacy of the just rights he 
West India body, no less honoura . 
his esteemed character as 4 et and 
to be admired from his venera «able 
well-grounded experience, and ae 
views at all times promulgate of 

class 
him for the benefit of every 
society. , th 

Petitions to his Majesty, -— ay 
houses of Parliament, found ray 
above resolutions, lie for ot ann 
Lloyd's coffee-house ; at the, i at tht 
Sale Rooms, Mincing-lane ; a. 
Jamaica coffee-house, Cornhill. 
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MANCHESTER. 
REFUSAL OF CHURCH-RATES. 


(Abridged from the Manchester Times). 


HURCHWARDENS ACCOUNTS.—ANNUAL 
VESTRY-MEETING. 


A meeting of the inhabitants of the 
parish of Manchester, in public vestry, 
was held at the Collegiate Church on 
Monday, for the purpose of laying before 
the parishioners the accounts of the 
churchwardens for the past year, and to 
consider and determine upon the rate 
which will be required for the needful 
‘repairs of the church, church-yard, and 
other purposes, for the year ensuing. 

The Rev. C. D. Wray took the chair. 


THE CHURCH-RATE. 

Mr. Wirutneton then moved that a 
halfpenny in the pound be assessed and 
raised by the churchwardens upon the 
property in the parish of Manchester, to 
defray the cost of repairs of the parish 
church, and for other incidental ex- 
penses. 

Mr. J. Woop seconded the motion. 

Mr. G, Hapriep rose to propose an 
amendment. He entered into the feel- 
_ Ings of Mr. Wood when he heard him 

State that it was by compulsion that 

many of the payments were made; but 

was it by compulsion and by act of 

Parliament that they were to support 

the worship of the living God ? (Hear, 

hear). He was thankful that the esta- 

blished church did not enrol him among 

its list of members. He held her doc- 
\ trines, every one of them, but he dis- 
sented from her discipline; and her 
connexion with the state he would do 
, his utmost to put an end to. (Hear). 
) Between the church and state there 
ought to be no connexion ; such a con- 
nexion ought not to exist for one mo- 


lef 


ig 


ment. (Hear). This opinion now in- 
‘Spired every mind, and it at last, though 
tardily—yet still it had by the com- 
pulsion of public opinion—forced itself 
upon the consideration of those who 
were closely in the councils of his Ma- 
jesty ; and they had declared their in- 
tention of bringing in a bill for the 
reform of the church of England. 
(Hear). [Mr. Hadfield proceeded to 
read his amendment]. 
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bill in question would give relief to all 
classes from the compulsory payment of 
church-rates, particularly those who, 
like himself, conscientiously dissented 
from the tenets of the church of Eng- 
land. (Hear, and cheers). That meet- 
ing must determine whether they would 
fix the whole parish with a rate for the 
support of an establishment of which 
the majority of the inhabitants dis- 
approved. How singularly were 
they placed in that town! There were 
actually two church establishments in 
this country recognised by law—the 
established church of England, and the 
Presbyterian or established church of 
Scotland ; and such was the Christian 
feeling existing between the two 
churches, that if Dr. Chalmers, who 
belonged to one of them, and held the 
same doctrines as are entertained by the 
other, were to come into the town, their 
worthy chairman durst not invite him 
into the pulpit of that parish church. 
With the law thus in their favour, he 
would ask the meeting whether they 
would amerce the Dissenters in the way 
proposed? Nay, he would tell them 
that it was a growing opinion in the 
church itself, which was daily becoming 
stronger and stronger, that its political 
character tended in no small degree to 
hear it down, and that, by leaving the 
church to itself, ina few years it would 
break itself down. (Cheers). Then, 
would the meeting sanction the power 
to tax him, a Dissenter, when he was 
excluded from the benefits of that taxa- 
tion? He was kept out from the Uni- 
versities ; for he could not send his son 
thither without polluting his conscience, 
as atest was exacted which he could 
not give. Heturned from the wrong 
thus inflicted with disgust, and was 
obliged to send his son to a land of 
greater liberty, to receive an education 
without his conscience being violated. 
What value could they set upon the 
principles of a church which, with a 
revenue of about 3,500,000/., should 
call upon that large parish for a paltry 
sum of 1,000/., which they refused to 
raise themselves? And what was the 
amount of religious instruction ad- 
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ministered in that mighty parish by that 
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church ? Why, literally next to nothing 
beyond what was dispensed within those 
walls. (Hear). It was a great reflec- 
tion on the religious institutions of this 
country that religious instruction was 
not more largely dispensed among the 
labouring poor. A bill was announced 
in the House of Commons for a reform 
ofthechurch. The Catholics of Ireland 
had already, or were about to be, 
relieved from the church-rate ; and he, 
as a Dissenter, asked the meeting to 
join with him in stopping the rate until 
they could obtain the same exemption. 
(Hear). Mr. Hadfield concluded by 
moving his amendment, which was to 
the following effect :— 

“ That, as there is a sum of 7361. in 
hand, and 100/. to collect, and inasmuch 
as a bill has been announced for a re- 
form of the English church, by which 
it may be expected that church-rates 
will be totally abolished, this meeting 
be adjourned to this day six months, in 
the hope that the intended bill will give 
effectual relief against compulsory rates 
to all classes of the community, and 
especially to those who conscientious! 
dissent from the church of England. 

Mr. Tuomas Porrer seconded the 
resolution. 

Mr. S. Fiercner did not like the 
proceeding of adjourning the question. 
(Hisses). As a Dissenter, he objected 
to the payment of the church-rate ; it 
Was wrong in principle; and he hoped 
the day was not distant when he should 
be exempted from the impost; but he 
would continue to pay the rate while it 
continued to have the sanction of the 
law of the land, and would never bea 
party to meeting the question in the 
way proposed. It was essential in the 
administration of parish law that the 
whole parish should be appealed to, and 
not that the affairs of 240,000 persons 
should be decided by 1,500, about the 
number, he supposed, which was then 
present. (A cry of six to one). What! 
should not the poor man who was la- 
bouring in the factory—(Oh, oh !)— 
should not the poor man who was la- 
bouring at the loom—(Oh, oh !). 

Mr. i. Dixon: For God's sake, let 
us hear this miserable sophist to the 
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end, for we can put his whole sophistry 
into a nut-shell. (Hear, and laughter), 

Mr. F.ercuer contended that an ap. 
peal to the whole parish was the law of 
the land. 

Mr. Dixon said that they were toli 
that the course they contended fi 
would be destructive of liberty. Nei. 
ther Sturges Bourne nor Mr. Fletcher 
could destroy the liberty of the land, 
Liberty was deep-seated in his mind, 
and he would defy any one to destroy 
it. Tyrants might burn his body, or 
saw it asunder, or hang him heels up- 
wards ; but liberty, pure, blessed li- 
berty, was the birthright of every one 
of Christ's disciples, for they who were 
made free by Christ were free indeed. 
(Cheers). , 

Mr. Prentice said, was it decent to 
call for a new twelvemonths’ rate when 
it was probable that the law would be 
abrogated in six months, and when the 
churchwardens had a six months’ ex- 
penditure in hand? If a rate were laid, 
he, for one, would not pay, and the au- 
thorities might distrain (hear, hear) : 
but he would take care that the public 
should be acquainted with the fact ; aud 
that they would then see whether the 
outraged feelings of the people would 
allow of distraints for such purposes. 

Mr. Haprigtp: Throw open theap- 
pointments in the church to public suf 
frage, and that will do. He would “ 
have these appointments in the _ 
Chancellor, nor even in the survivors 0 
the collegiate body. There was not 4 
class in the whole body of Dissenters, 
who would not be ashamed to app 
beyond their own congregation for the 
of their own debts and expenses. 

The amendment was then put, an 
almost every person in the church, ea 
the exception of those in the _ 
wardens’ pew, held up his hand for “ 
When the negative was put, avin 
the pew held up their hands, and 
vote was received with loud cries 
*Oas™ 

A scene of great 


uproar now ensued. 
The Chairman maintained . that the or 


ginal motion must be put; 


Mi. 
adtield contended that. the majority 
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aside the original motion. The Chair- 
man, however, persisted in putting the 
motion in dumb show, after which he 
declared the amendment to have been 
carried, 

Mr. Witatncron: I demand a poll 
on my resolution. 

The CHarrman announced the ad- 
journment of the meeting to the Town- 
hall, for the purpose of taking a poll, 
according to the terms of the notice, and 
forthwith left the chair. 


(Second edition, Times office, Saturday, 
6 0'clock). 

The poll commenced this morning 
with undiminished spirit by both par- 
ties, but when it was known that the 
opposers of the rate were gaining ra- 
pidly in number, many persons who had 
held back, despairing of success, came 
forward to consummate the victory. 
About two o'clock the excitement be- 
came extreme, as it was then doubtful 
which party would win. At the close 
of the poll the scene at the front of, and 
within the Town-hall, rivalled that 
exhibited at a warmly contested elec- 
tion for members of Parliament. 

Exactly at 4 o’clock the doors of the 
Town-hall were closed, and the Rev. 
C.D. Wray, the chairman, proceeded 
to ascertain the number of votes. In 
about a quarter of an hour he announced 
the votes tosbe as follow :— 

For the original motion .. 3,507 
For the amendment,..... 3,513 





Majority for the amendment 6 


The announcement was received with 
deafening acclamations. 

Mr. James Woop then stood upon a 
chair and demanded a scrutiny. (Hisses 
and groans), 

Mr. George Hadfield, Mr. T. Potter, 
Mr. Prentice, andjother gentlemen, pro- 
tested against the proceedings. A scene 
of great confusion ensued, and for seve- 
ral minutes scarcely a word uttered by 
any person could be understood. 

The Cuarmman, at half-past 4,declared 
the ings to be at an end, as far 
as the poll went ; and added, ‘that as a 
scrutiny had been demanded, it should 
be granted. (Hisses-and.groans).. 
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Mr. Haprrecp and Mr. Prentice af- 
terwards addressed a numerous assem- 
blage in front of the Town-hall, and 
were both most warmly applauded by 
their hearers. 





CORONER’S JURY. 


I nea my readers to attend to the 
proceedings which took place in the 
Court of King’s Bench yesterday, and 
an account of which I insert below. 
The coroner’s court has always been a 
great favourite of mine: it is the insti- 
tution for the protection of life and 
limb, as old as the laws under which we 
live, and a part of the constitution of 
which we ought to be particularly 
jealous. Now-a-days, property is all 
that concerns our rulers ; the rights of 
property are the great care of our Go- 
vernment! Ido not like to enter fully 
upon this matter till it comes (as it 
must do, I see) regularly before us ; but, 
in the meantime, I wish every reader of 
mine to attend to the proceedings, legal 
and lay, in this most interesting and 
most important affair. 





COURT OF KING’S BENCH, 
May 29. 


CULLEY, THE POLICEMAN. | 

The Solicitor-General said he was in- 
structed to apply for a writ of certioraré 
to remove into this court the inquisition 
taken by one of the coroners for Mid- 
dlesex on a view of the body of Robert 
Culley, the police-constable, who was 
killed at the late meeting in Colbath- 
fields. The object was to quash the in- 
quisition. The Solicitor: General then 
read the proceedings of the inquest, and 
the verdict of ‘‘ Justifiable Homicide” 
delivered by the jury, which he sub- 
mitted was insufficient in law, inasmuch 
as it was in direct ophosition to the evi- 
dence. There could be no doubt upon 
the fact that the deceased came by his 
death in consequence of a wound in- 
flicted by some perso n unknown to the 
jury, and certainly the evidence would 
be found sufficient to warrant a verdict 
of adifferent character. He spoke with 
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stated that the verdict was not consistent 
with the evidence laid before them. He 
had no doubt the jury were able men, 
and that they had been influenced by 
strong and generous feeling ; but he 
should submit to the court upon the 
whole of the evidence that they had 
come to a conclusion which could not 
be maintained, because it was in direct 
contradiction of the facts. Although he 
could have moved for a certiorari as a 
matter of right (virlute officii), he 
thought it better to state to the court 
the grounds on which he made his ap- 
plication. 

The court granted the writ, and the 
verdict will come under the considera- 
tion of the judges, upon a motion to 
quash the inquisition. 


ss 





BIRMINGHAM POLITICAL 
COUNCIL. 


WHAT ARE THE PEOPLE TO DO? 


PROSECUTION OF THE TRUE SUN. 


At the weekly meeting of the Council 
on Tuesday last, the chairman, Mr. 
Muntz, having read the minutes of the 
last meeting, 

Mr. Gixks read a draught of a petition 
to the House of Commons respecting 
the conduct of the new-police at the late 
Coldbath-fields’ meeting, which was or- 
dered to be submitted to the Commit- 
tee on that subject, with instructions to 
report on Tuesday next. 

Mr. Sat said he had great pleasure 
in informing the Council that numerous 
meetings were being held in various 
parts of the kingdom to petition the 
King to dismiss his Ministers. This 
showed that, notwithstanding the insi- 
dious workings of a portion of the press, 
that Council still maintained its influ- 
ence with the people®f England. (Hear, 
hear). The Ttwes affirmed that the Bir- 
mingham Union had no influence in the 
town as compared with that which it 
possessed at adistance. Well, now he 
(Mr, Salt) admitted it, but how, he asked, 
was it regarded in the town ? Why even 
Aris’s Gazette declared that it possessed 
unlimited control over the mass of the 
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people. (Laughter and cheers). The 
electors of this district would have, ina 
few days, an opportunity of showin 
their disgust and abhorrence of the Whie 
Ministry by refusing to re-elect Mr. Lit. 
tleton, who had accepted the office of 
Chief Secretary for Ireland. Let the 
men of South Staffordshire do their dut 
in this respect, and the King could not 
fail to perceive that his services were 
held in universal detestation. (Hear, 
hear). The people must trust to nothing 
but their own exertions for relief from 
their sufferings. In gratitude for their 
having carried the Reform Bill, the peo- 
ple had trusted the Whigs into Parlia- 
ment without pledges, firmly imagining 
that they would relieve the distresses 
and restore the prosperity of the coun- 
try. ‘They had, however, most shame- 
fully betrayed the confidence reposed in 
them, and they might be assured they 
would never get in again without being 
pledged on all the great questions which 
affected the welfare of the people. (Hear, 
hear). They must be pledged to a 
repeal of the corn laws, and to a sweep- 
ing reduction of taxation. Now he be- 
lieved the Whigs would not take these 
pledges, but would shuffle in all sorts 
of ways to get rid of them; but this 
they must not be suffered to do. (Loud 
cheering). Every hour gave fresh proof 
that the people must look to themselves 
only for deliverance. (fremendous 
applause). If Mr. Littleton were thrown 
out, it would in all probability lead to 
the immediate breaking up of the Mi- 
nistry, and if so, there would be a 
speedy dissolution of Parliament, for 
no administration would attempt 10 
carry on the Government with the pre- 
sent Whig House of Commous. A ge 
neral election would of course ensue: 
and the people having tried both a 
and Whigs, and found them misera y 
wanting, would send none but rea 
Radicals, who would attend to the peo- 
ple’s wants and wishes. (Loud cheers). 
Mr. Haptey wished to say a few 
words as to the position in which the 
people were now placed. It sag or) 
tainly a desperate one. (Hear, he é 
No man ever laboured more ardently »° 
anxiously for any object than did 
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men of Birmingham, and the people of 
England generally, for a reform in the 
representation. But, good God! what 
had they effected? What was the re- 
sult of all their toilsome and unwearied 
exertions ? (Loud cries of hear, hear). 


They had incomparably a worse House; 
of Commons now than under the old 
system. (Hear, hear). It only served as. 
a tool in the hands of a Whig Ministry, 


who turned and twisted it as they 
pleased. The few independent and up- 


right men in the House could not make) 


head against the tide of iniquity which 
was opposed to them, and if any of 
them had the manly honesty to ad- 
vocate the real interests of the people, 


they were either summarily coughed and, 


hooted down, or their motions met 
by terrific majorities against them. 
(Loud cries of hear, hear). It was thus 
that the people were insulted, their 
voice was ot permitted to be heard, 
even in their own House. Let them 
but look at the acts of this so-called 
reformed Parliament. Since its first 
assembling, they would find that no one 
measure for the relief of the people had 
been passed, but, on the contrary, a most 
infamous and atrocious act had been 
passed, to put down the liberties of a 
large portion of the people, and rule 
them by military law, as a prelude, no 
doubt, to an attempt to place the whole 
kingdom under the same interdict. 
(Groans and hisses). After these occur- 
rences, he wished to know what hope 
or expectation that Council had in the 
present Parliament? (Cries of none, 
none). For his part, he must say, that he 
had grown heartily sick of petitioning 
the House of Coimmits: (Immense 
cheering). He was well aware that much 
abler politicians than himself had long 
since thought it abortive, and that the 
people had utterly lost all confidence: 
he felt anxious, however, to give the 
new House a full and fair trial: it had 
now had that trial, and was found to be 
utterly inadequate to effect the slightest 
good for the people. What then remain- 
ed for the people to do? What recourse 
had they in this extremity? The only 
measure now left them was to make a 
determined stand against that excessive 
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load of taxation by which the people 
were borne down. (Loud cheers). Mi- 
nisters kept saving they could not carry 
on the Government without the present 
amount of taxes but it was quite clear 
that if the people refused to contribute 
the money, they must soon learn how to 
do without it. (Applause). The people 
had hitherto used their utmost exertions 
in a legal, peaceful, and constitutional 
manner, to obtain a redress of their 
grievances, through the medium of the 
House of Commons, but this had been 
sternly refused them, and they were 
now, therefore, compelled to adopt mea- 
sures more decided and quick in their 
operation, though strictly constitutional 
and within the law, which could not 
fail to bring their rulers to their senses, 
It might not be prudent for him to state 
those measures in detail, but he begged 
to say, that as an individual, he had 
made up his mind to pursue the line of 
conduct he had been alluding to. (Tre- 
mendous cheering, which lasted some 
time). He would conclude by observ- 
ing, that to him it was quite obvious, 
that until they could see something ap- 
proaching to universal suffrage and the 
ballot, the interests of the millions would 
be neglected. (Loud cheers). 

Mr. Hartow said that he was glad 
to hear these sentiments from Mr. Had- 
ley, they would give the members of the 
Union fresh hopes: he was being con- 
tinually asked by them what the Coun- 
cil intended to do, for it was generally 
feared that the King would not comply 
with their prayer to dismiss the Ministry, 
and as regarded the reformed Parlia- 
ment, they were thoroughly tired of it. 
(Cheers). It was said by some that the 
landholders would soon find themselves 
in distress, and then the people might 
hope for relief. It was considered, 
however, by many, that this relief would 
not be great or lasting—(hear, hear)— 
and the people expected but little D ot 
until they obtained universal suffrage, 
protected by the ballot, and short Par- 
liaments. (Cheers). 

Mr. Powett, after congratulating 
Mr. Hadley on having expressed what 
he (Mr. P.) was sure were the sentiments 





of the whole Council, said he rose to 
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propose a resolution which he believed 
would meet with the support ‘of every 
member present. He begged to call 
their attention tu the base aud shameful 
manner in which most of the London 
daily press had deserted the cause of 
the people. (Hear, hear). They ap- 
peared now to have but one stanch 
advocate left, and that advocate was 
the True Sun, the editors of which, let 
it be remembered, had, during the last 
few weeks, manfully defended the men 
of Birmingham, and the leaders of the 
Union in particular, from the wicked 
and malicious assault of the Times and 
other hireling papers. (Cheers). It was 
now exposed to the prosecution of the 
Whig Ministry, which alone ought to 
entitle it to the respect and support of 
Englishmen. (Hear, hear). He believed 
the prosecution arose out of an article 
which had recently appeared in that 
paper, and in which the editor, in a 
bolder manner than usual, counselled the 
people not to pay the assessed taxes. 
(Cheers). There was also another charge 
against them; which was, for attempt- 
ing to bring the House of Commons 
into contempt. (Loud laughter, and 
cries of That was unnecessary, they 
could not do it, &c. &c.). Now he 
thought this was a time when the peo- 
ple ought strongly to express. their 
sympathy for the editors of this excellent 
paper, and their utter detestation of the 
Whig ministry, who were attempting 
to destroy them. (Cheers). It should 
be known that Mr. Carpenter, who had 
suffered much in his attempts to achieve 
the liberty of the press, was one of the 
editors of this paper. (Hear, hear). Mr. 
Powell concluded by moving a resolu- 
tion, strongly urging the people to show 
at the same time their sympathy with 
the editors and proprietors of the True: 
Sun, and their indignation at the Govern- 
ment prosecution, by doing all .in their 
power to extend the eam, Brat of the 
paper. (Loud cheers), 

Mr. Satur said it was with the great- 
est pleasure he rose to second the reso- 
lution. The True Sun had indeed set 
noble example to the conductors of 
the public press, in its constant and 
uniform adherence to the people’s cause. 
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(Cheers). The Government, it seemed 
had now attacked it, and it therefore 
became the duty of the people to fly to 
its relief. (Cheers). With regard tothe 
inquiry which he knew people were 
making as to what course that Council 
intended to pursue, the reply was, that 
they were anxiously watching events 
and the progress of public opinion, and 
were at all times ready to embody and 
give that opinion full force and effect. 
They were determined to go forward, 
step by step, and never to relax their 
efforts until the prosperity of the people, 
which was the legitimate fruit of Re- 
form, was fully obtained and secured 
on a permanent basis. He verily be- 
lieved this would not be obtained 
until they had _ universal suffrage 
and the ballot. (Loud applause). Let 
the people, however, do all in their 
power to break up the present Ministry, 
and then press forward the demand for 
their full rights and privileges. (Cheers), ' 
Mr. Pake said the resolution before 
the Council had his hearty concurrence. 
The Whigs had commenced a crusade 
against the Press, which was a pretty 
sure sign that they were upon their 
last legs. (Hear), The True Sun had 
long been a sore thorn in their sides, 
and by a desperate measure they now 
sought to get rid of it. Let the people 
look to it, for the prosecution of this 
paper was a prosecution against them. 
(Loud cries of hear, hear). Depend 
upon it this was only the first of a series 
of measures of a like character, by which 
the Whigs. sought to intimidate the 
conductors of the liberal. press, and ut- 
terly stifle the voice of the people. He 
was in possession of information which 
led him to believe that the Government 
contemplated a desperate attack on the 
liberties of the press; and if so, there. 
was nothing, in his opinion, so likely to 
tend to their own overthrow. (Cheers) 
It had been stated that Mr. Carpenter, 
who wasnot unaccustomed to a Govern- 
ment prosecution, was one of the edi- 
tors of the True Sun. It ought also to 
be known that another of its editors, 
who wasaman of a first-rate ability, had 
been attempted to be bribed wagy* 





advocacy of the people's. cause. 
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d not been long a writer for the True 
n, ere he was offered a very large 
per annum, with many other ad- 
tages, if he would consent to write 
lifferent style: for a publication of a 
ferent character. (Hear, hear). To his 
it, however, be it spoken, he de- 
red that he would not consent to ad- 
ate less generous principles, and that 
success should be identified with 
True Sun. (Loud cheers). Instances 
this devotion to the public cause 
re of rare occurrence, and whenever 
y did occur they should be cherished 
the people. (Cheers). Mr. Pare con- 
ded with some remarks on the neces- 
y for an enlarged constituency, and 
protection of the ballot ere the 
pple could rationally expect their in- 
ests to be attended to. 
pr. Gries said it ought never to be 
gotten that the Whigs when out of 
e were vociferous in their advocacy 
a free press, and yet they were now 
mpting to enslave it still more than 
tr. (Hear, hear). The people should 
e the present opportunity of showing 
ir sympathy for a bold and honest 
ocate of their rights. The True 
t, though promulgating what might 
P termed ultra-radical opinions, was 
ays conducted in a dignified manner. 
energies it put forth at the time of 
me general election were very great 
@ serviceable. (Hear, hear). Its stre- 
US Opposition to the Irish Coercion 
during its progress through the 
se. deserved notice, and it had more 
any other paper with which he was 
ainted, insisted upon the necessity 
avery large reduction of taxation, 
the justice‘and propriety of impos- 
@ 4 tax upon property in lieu of those 
ch now pressed so severely on the 
strious classes. (Cheers). 
r. Hapuxy could not ‘saffer this 
brtunity to pass*without expressing 
opinion of the claims which the 
Sun had upon the public for sup- 
- He had read the paper regularly 
its commencement, and he ‘had 
much pleased ‘to find a truly phi- 
ic ‘spirit ‘run through ' the whole 
e writings. The leading articles 
ained some of the ‘finest principtes 
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of legislation and good government, 
that were ever put forth in any publica- 
tion, and they were illustrated and de- 
fended too, in a clear, perspicuous, and 
manly manner. (Cheers). Were the 
Government of this country conducted 
upon the principles so ably laid down 
by that paper, there would not be an 
industrious man in the kingdom who 
would not be in a prosperous and happy 
condition. (Loud cheers). There wasa 
reach of intellect, and if he might so ex- 
press it, a lusting after truth and know- 
ledge, by the conductors of that paper, 
which he did not see equalled by any 
other publication of the day. Withtwo 
or three exceptions only he most cor- 
dially subscribed to the opinions which 
it maintained, and which in his view 
were well calculated to promote the 
prosperity and happiness of the people. 
(Applause). He had taken this opportu- 
nity to pay his humble but honest tri- 
bute of respect for the talent displayed 
by the editors of the True Sun. He 
would conclude his observations by say- 
ing that, in his opinion, they were bound 
to use their utmost influence to extend 
its circulation as far as possible, and to 
show their indignation at the conduct of 
the Government in prosecuting it. 
(Cheers). 

The Cuatrman and other members of 
the Council thought this was too im- 
portant a matter to pass over in a hasty 
manner. They thought the resolution 
submitted might be made stronger and 
more efficient, and with that view they 
recommended that the subject be on 
brought under the consideration of the 
Council on Tuesday evening next. 

Upon this understanding, the motion 
was for the present withdrawn, and the 
Council soon after broke up. 





‘MEETING AT NEWCASTLE- 
* JUPON-TYNE. 

(From the True Sun, 30. Mey). 
public meeting was held on the 
Town ‘Moor, Newcastle, on Monday 
afternoon, to consider the conduct of 


A 


his Majesty’s Ministers, and of the re- 
formed mtb It was most numer- 


‘ously-attended. The meeting was called 
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by order of the Council of the Northern 
Political Union. The chair was taken 
by Charles Attwood, Esq., of Whick- 
ham, brother of the member for Bir- 
mingham, 

The Cuatrman: They were assem- 
bled, he observed, on an occasion 
fraught with every circumstance calcu- 
Jated to embitter the feelings of an 
unhappy and disappointed multitude, 
but fortunately with a degree of forti- 
tude and resolution which no extent of 
wrongs could subdue. (Great applause). 
Those men whom they had placed in 
power, had been telling them for the 
last forty years, as he now told them, 
that they were an oppressed and injured 
people, yet since they had gone into 
office, they had forfeited all the pledges 
they had given them. What did they 
expect from reform? Was it not to be 
relieved from their burden of intolerable 
taxation, from sinecures and pensions, 
and from the atrocious corn laws? Did 
they not look for the abolition or dimi- 
nution of the standing army, which the 
constitution repudiated, but which was 
kept to enforce submission to the bur- 
dens by which they were oppressed? 
Had the Ministers done anything to- 
wards the equitable adjustment of the 
debt? Had they not refused all relief 
to the people, and denied them even an 
inquiry? It remained for them to de- 
termine the course they ought to take 
for their relief. ‘The course he recom- 
mended to those he addressed was 
union. In conclusion he observed, that 
documents would be submitted for 
their adoption which were unanswera- 
ble in argument, and justly set forth 
the condition and grievances of the 
people. 

Mr. T. DounLepay rose to propose 
the petition to the House of Commons, 
which had been prepared. He had 
taken care to ascertain the condition of 
ten of the principal aggricultural coun- 
ties in England, and hecould say, with- 
out hesitation, the population was in 
greater distress than ever was known. 
it.was a fact that some years ago the 
whole supply .of candles used in the 
country was made exclusively from 
tallow of home production, leaving at 
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the same time a considerable surplus for 
the soap manufacturer, But how stood 
the fact at the present period? ‘The 
quantity of tallow had decreased to the 
amount of 8,000 tons. Now, eve 
butcher would tell them thatthe pro- 
portion of saleable meat and refuse fat 
was as ten to one, so that in some way 
or other there had been a falling off in 
the consumption of meat in Great 
Britain, amounting to 80,000 tons, 
(Hear). The reason was plain. The 
poor man was no longer able to buy 
meat, but was obliged to resort topo: 
tatoes and other unsuitable food. Ip 
the manufacturing districts many men 
were obliged to subsist upon 24d. per 
day. Mr. Doubleday concluded with 
moving the adoption of the petition to 
the House of Commons, which called 
for a remission of taxes as the means of 
averting revolution, for the application 
of the church property to the necessities 
of the state, and for annual Parliaments, 
universal suffrage, and election by 
ballot. 

Mr. Watss, jun., seconded the adop- 
tion of the petition, and, on the motion 
being put, it was carried unanimously, 

Mr. Latino proposed that the petition 
should be presented by Mr. Attwood, 
M.P., for Birmingham, which being 
conded, was carried unanimously. | 

Mr. J. Firs said, the Whig Ministers 
had been guilty of apostacy, and the 
people, on the present occasion, found 
themselves obliged to shake off som 
long-standing prejudices with respect 
those Ministers. The country was no# 
in a very extraordinary state. —_— 
other burdens, they had to pay 
millions of poor-rates at the same a 
they had to support a church, w ce 
property, when it belonged to the - 
tholic church, was employed in . - 
lief of the poor. (Applause). 
than one half of the labourer s earnings 
were paid by him in taxation, ee 
property of the wealthy aristocts 
almost untouched. They consen 
abandon for a time the full exten 
their wishes, for the sake of ade 
what was considered a point of po re 
expediency. But in consequence 
misconduct of those men who ha 


t of 
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nt to Parliament, they now took their 
tand only on moral and constitutional 
ight. This was a change which they 
ad no cause to lament, for out of their 





resent disappointment the future deli- 
erance of the country would be effected. 
ince the Ministers had been made sure 
f their seats, it was made very clear 
at they never intended that the Reform 
Bill should work out for the people 
hose salutary changes which were pro- 
osed by it; never had any Parliament 
cted in a more wicked and _in- 
jonsistent manner than the present. 
he Tories did not anticipate that such 
fects would have followed the passing 
f the Reform Bill. Had it not been 
br the gallant conduct of the soldiery, 
hho determined that they would not 
rn their swords against the breasts of 
heir countrymen, the Tories would 
ave produeed a civil war rather than 
he Reform Bill should have been en- 
ted. It could only be a form of go- 
rmment having a democracy for its 
asis that could preserve in peace and 
osperity a nation like that of Great 
ritain. It was clear that great changes 
hust soon take place—changes favour- 
ble to the many but terrible to the few, 
d the more terrible in proportion to 
heir being more obstinately resisted. 
was the people who were acting the 
art which was most properly con- 
rvative, and if their warning voice 
ere listened to, disastrous consequences 
hight be prevented. Mr. F. then 
ortly concluded by moving a petition 
© his Majesty, praying him, among 
her things, to dismiss his imbecile 
inisters, 


Mr. J. Larxin said the people had 


en told to wait awhile. Had they not 

n waiting during eighteen long years 

peace; and what had been done in 
hat time ? Why, their burdens, so far 
om being diminished, had in fact been 
icreased. Had the people not been the 
host patient people on the face of the 
arth their present oppressors would not 
ow have been tyrannizing over them. 
Applause). The spirit and temper of the 
ritish nation had been compared to that 
f the lion, but this was only a sublime 
Atire ; for he was sure the ass was never 
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more patient under its burdens, nor the 
lamb more meek and inoffensive in its 
general character. Mr. Larkin, after 
some further observations, concluded by 
seconding the petition to his Majesty, 


j which was put from the chair and car- 


ried unanimously. 

Mr. Waxsu moved that Lord Radnor 
be requested to present the petition to 
his Majesty, which was seconded by 
some one on the hustings, and also 
agreed to, 

The CuatrMan then made some con- 
cluding remarks, in which he eulogized 
the conduct of the jury who had givena 
verdict of Justifiable Homicide on the 
occasion of the late affray in London. 

The meeting, after giving three times 
three, quietly dispersed. 





STAFFORDSHIRE ELECTION. 
Friday noon. 

I wave just learned'from Staffordshire 
that matters are all right ; that the elec- 
tors will, upon this occasion, act a noble 
part; and that the return of Sir Charles 
Wolsley is nearly certain. The nomina- 
tion takes place to-morrow at Litchfield ; 
and the spirited towns are already 
making preparations for securing a good 
show of hands. 





CALTHORPE-STREET JURY. 


Tux verdict of this jury was quashed 
yesterday in the Court of King’s Bench. 
I have no time for comment this week, 





FIELD SEEDS. 


TO BE HAD AT BOLT-COURT, 
FLEET-STREET, 


Swepisn Turnip Seep.—Any quan- 
tity under 10lbs. 9d. a pound ; and any 
uantity above 10lbs. and under 50lbs. 
Qa. a pound ; any quantity above 50lbs. 
Sd. a pound; above 100lbs. 7d. A 
parcel of seed may be sent to any part 
of the kingdom ; I will find proper 
bags, will send it to any coach or van 
or wagon, and have it booked at my 





expense ; but the money must be paid 
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at my shop before the seed be sent away ; 
in consideration of which I have made 
due allowance in the price. If the 
quantity be small, any friend can call 
and get it for a friend in the country ; 
if the quantity be large, it may be sent 
by me. : 

Manors Wunzer Seep.—Any quan- 
tity under 10lbs., Sd. a pound; any 
quantity above 10lbs, and under 50lbs., 
7d.a pound ; any quantity above 50\bs., 
6d. a pound; any quantity above 
100lbs., 6d. a pound. The selling at 
the same place as above ; the payment 
in the same manner. 


TREE SEED. 
-Locusr Sexp.—ts. a pound. 





From the LONDON GAZETTE, 


Fripay, May 24, 1833. 


BANKRUPTCIES SUPERSEDED. 


BENNETT, W., Lostock, Lancashire, cotton- 
spinner. 
HODGSON, T., Manchester, tanner. 


BANKRUPTS. 


CHAMBERLAIN, J. G. C., Marlborough- 
road, Chelsea, grocer. 

HAGGER, J. (and not J. Haggar, as before 
advertised), late of Brighton- place, Brixtun- 
road, oilman. 

HOLMAN, J., Hoxton Old Town, calenderer. 

MARSH, S. H.A., Bristol, music-seller. 

PALMER, J., Hampton-street, Walworth, 
fish-sauce-manufacturer. 

ROSS, G., St. Mary-Axe, grocer. 

TTHOROUGHGOOD, C., New Church-street, 
Lisson-grove, victualler, 

WATSON, J. E., Bucklersbury, merchant. 

WINTER, J., Stouke-under-Hamdon, Somer- 
setshire, glove-manufacturer, 


TugEspay, May 28, 1633. 


INSOLVENTS. 


HOAD, F., and J. Wadey, Prospect+place 
St. George’s-fields, bricklayers. ah ae: 


BANKRUPTs. 


COLLIER, C. and H., Wimey, blauket- 
mauufacturers. 

GARDNER, J., Preston, joiner. 

GIBSON, W.,, Pendleton, Lancashire, broker. 

GRANT, S. B., Bristol, hatter. 

HALL, G. C., Alfreton, Derbyshire, money- 


Gazétte ann Markers. 


KABERRY, J., Leeds, 
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leather-cutter, 
LINTER, C. H., Portsea, grocer, ? 


LLOYD, R., Liverpool, brewer, 

OAKES, R., Liverpool, painter, 

— T., North Shields, wine-mer. 
chant, 

TURNER, J., Langport Eastover, Somerset. 
shire, corn-factor. 

WILKS, C. M., Greetham, Rutlandshire, ing. 
keeper. 

WOODWARD, R., Lime-street-square, tailor, 

WOOLCOTT, W., Exeter, grocer, 

WYATT, H., York- street, Covent-garden, 
boarding -house-keeper, 





LONDON MARKETS. 


Mark-Lane, Corn-Excuanee, May 27.- 
We had a tolerably fair supply of Wheat from 
Kent, but from Essex and Suffolk the receipts 
were moderate. Having, however, a good 
many parcels left over from the previous 
week, caused the stands to exhibit a good 
show of samples. Fine fresh Wheat was 
scarce, aud readily taken by the millers at 
about the prices of last week ; but ail other 
descriptions hung very heavily on hand ata 
reduction of ls. to 2s. per qr. from the cur 
rency of this day week. The warm weather 
prevents much inquiry fer old Corn, and 
prices are thereforenearly nomiual. fu bonded 
descriptions we heard of nothing doing. 

Barley, although io limited supply, proved 
more than equal to the demand, aud grinding 
aud distilling qualities remaiu nominally the 
same* 

In Malt nothing do'ng. 

The arrivals of Oats have been large sioce 
Friday. Good fresh feed was saleable at barely 
such good rates as last week ; but all stale 
avd inferior sorts were very difficult to quit. 

Beans bave rather rallied, and -sales were 
made at ls, improvement on Friday's quote 
tions, ; j 

White Peas are scarce, and in request, 40 
prices have advanced full Is. per qr. ' 

The Fiour trade continues extremely dull. 


®@eeeeeteeoaee eran? 54s. to 6ls. 
segue 32s, to 34s. 


21s, to 23s. 
2és. to 3is. 
303. to 32s. 
36s. to —*- 
28s, to 29s. 
Ss. to —5. 
27s, to 29% 


Rye ives ee eeetoeeeeeeer 
Barley ens ccccccvescoess 
FINE... cece eoooweves 
Peas, W bitte ccccose eeeene 
Boilers.... eeeerseee 
aoe seee te eeaseeee 
Beans, — ewewereee 
ee tehvevouweccuve ve 
Oats, Potato... seoeece eee 22s. to a 
ww PO cose cursed died 14s. ~ a. 
Flour, per ‘sack eeereeeoee 46s. to 


PROVISIONS. 
Bacon, Middles, new, 34s. to 36s. per cwt 
Sides, new. a vite. 
Pork, india, new.... ot 
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Butter, Belfast ....60s. to 62s. per cwt. 

Carlow ..... 60s. to 70s. 

Cork ...-..648, to 68s, 

Limerick ..—s. to —s, 

Waterford. . 48s. to 54s. 

Dublin ....46s. to 50s. 

heese, Cheshire....40s. to 66s. 

— Gloucester, Double, . 46s. to 58s. 
Gloucester, Single. .. 40s. to 46s, 
Edam eeeeee .40s. to 50s. 

— Gouda ...... 40s. to 50s. 

Hams, Irish........44s. to 54s, 


SMITHFIELD.—May 27. 
his day’s supply of Beasts, Lambs, and 
Mives was, for that of a holiday Monday, 
jerately good ; of Sheepand Porkers rather 
ited. ‘Trade with Mutton, Lamb, and 
|, was somewhat brisk; with the two 
eratan advance, the latter at a depres- 
bof about 2d. per stone; with Beef and 
k very dull, at Friday’s quotations. 
full moiety of the Beasts were Scots and 
folk home-breds, chiefly the former ; about 
rth short-horns, and the remaining fourth 
t equal numbers of Welsh Runts, and 
ons, with about sixty Sussex, and as many 
Beasts, and as many Herefords, prin- 
ly (say about 1,800 0f them) from Nor- 
; with a few from Essex and Suffulk, Kent, 
ex, Leicestershire, Lincolushire, Nor- 
ptonshire, and our midland and western 
icts; about 100 Town’s-end Cows, a few 
lords, &c., fed near London. 
bout three-fourths of the Sheep were new 
esters, of the South Down and white- 
crosses’; in about the proportion of two 
he former tuo five of the latter; about an 
th South Downs, and the remaining 
th about equal numbers of polled Nor- 
» Kents, and Kentish half-breds, with a 
pens of polled Norfolks, old Leicesters, 
Lincolns, horned Dorsets, horned and 
d Scotch and Welsh Sheep, &c. 



































MARK-LANE.—Friday, May 31. 

e supplies this week are good. The 
s rather lower than on Monday, with a 
market, 
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COBBETT-LIBRARY. 
New Edition. 
SBETT’S Spelling-Book 
(Price 2s.) 
ntaining, besides all the usual matter of 


a bouvk, a clear and concise 
RODUCTION TO ENGLISH GRAMMAR, 


This I have written by way of 
tone to my own 

bes havio 

tomeliy 


















a8 necessary, 


Ist Jung, 1833.. 
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1. ENGLISH GRAMMAR.—Of this 


work sixty thousand copies have now been 
published. This is a duodecimo volume, and 
the price is 3s. bound in boards. 


2. An ITALIAN GRAMMAR, by 


Mr. James Paut Conpetr.—Being a Plain 
and Compendious Introduction to the Study 
of Italian. Price 6s. 


3 TULL’S HORSE-HOEING 
HUSBANDRY;; or, a Treatise on the Prin- 
ciples of Tillage and Vegetation. With an In- 
troduction, by Wm. Consett. 8vo. Price 15s, 


4. THE EMIGRANT’S GUIDE, 
Just now Published, under this Title, a little 
Volume, containing Ten Letters, addressed to 
English Tax-payers. A new edition, with a 
Postscript, containing an account of the Prices 
ef Houses and Land, recently obtained from 
America by Mr. Cobbett. Price 2s. 6d. in bds. 


6. THE WOODLANDS; or, a Trea- 
tise on the preparing of the ground for plant- 
ing ; on the planting, on the cultivating, on 
the pruning, and on the cutting down, of Fo- 
rest Trees and Underwoods, Price 14s. bound 
n boards, 


7. YEAR’S RESIDENCE IN AME- 
RICA.—The Price of this book, in good print 
and on fine paper, is 5s. 


8. FRENCH GRAMMAR; or, Plain 


Instructions for the Learning of French. Price, 
bound in buards, 5s. 


9, COTTAGE ECONOMY. —I wrote 
this Work professedly for the use of the la- 
bouring and middling classes of the English 
nation, I made myself acquainted with the 
best and simplest modes of making beer and 
bread, and these I made it as plain as, I believe, 
words could make it.. Also of the keeping of 
Cows, Pigs, Bees, and Poultry, matters which 
1 understood as well as any body could, and 
in all their details. It includes my writings 
also on the Straw Plait. A Duodecimo Vo- 
lume. Price 2s. 6d. 


10. POOR MAN'S FRIEND. A new 
edition. Price 6d. 


11. THE LAW OF TURNPIKES. 
By William Cobbett, Jun., Student of Lin- 
coln’s Inn. Price 3s. 6d. boards. 


12. ROMAN HISTORY, French and 
English, intended, not only as a History for 
Young People to read, but as a Book of Exes- 
cises to accompany my French Grammar, 
Two Volumes. Price 13s. in boards. 


13. PAPER AGAINST GOLD; or,» 
the History aud Mystery of the National Debt, 
the Bank of England, the Funds, and all the 
Trickery of Paper Mouey. The Price of this 


book, very nicely printed, is 5s. 
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14: MARTENS’S LAW OF NA. 
TIONS.—This is the Book which was the 
feundation of all the knowledge that I have 
ever possessed relative to public law. The 
Price is 17s.,andthe manner of its execution is 
I think, such as to make it fit for the Library 
of any Gentleman. 

15. MR. JAMES PAUL COBBETT’S 
RIDE OF EIGHT HUNDRED MILES IN 
FRANCE, Second Edition. Price 2s. 6d. 


16. SERMONS.—There are twelve of 


these, in one volume, on the following sub- 
jects: 1. Hypocrisy and Cruelty ; 2. Drunken- 
ness; 3. Bribery; 4. Oppression ; 5. Unjust 
Judges; 6. The Sluggard; 7. The Murderer ; 
8. The Gamester ; 9. Public Robbery; 19. The 
Unnatural Mother ; 11. The Sin of Forbidding 
Marriage; 12. On the Duties of Parsons, and 
on the Institution and Object of Tithes. Price 
38. 6d. bound in boards. 

A Thirteenth Sermon, entitled ‘*GOOD 
FRIDAY; or, The Murder of ‘ Jesus Christ 
by the Jews.” Price 6d, 

17, LETTERS FROM FRANCE: 


containing Observations made in that Country 
during a Residence of ‘wo Months in the 
South, and Three Months at Paris. By JouHn 
M. Cospsett. Price 4s. in boards. 


18. A TREATISE ON COBBETT'S 


CORN ; containing Instructions for Propa- 
ating and Cultivating the Plant, and for 
arvesting and Preserving the Crop ; and also 

an account of the several uses to which the 

Produce is applied. Price 2s. 6d. 

19. PROTESTANT “ REFORMA- 
TION” in England and Ireland, showing how 
that event has impoverished and degraded the 
main body of the people in those countries. 
Two volumes, bound in boards. The Price of 
the first volume is 4s,6d. The Price of the 
second volume 3s, 6d, 


Just published, price 6s. a new edition of the 
ENGLISH GARDENER, 
OR, 
A TREATISE 


On the Situation, Soil, Evclosing and Laying- 
Out of Kitchen Gardens; on the Making 
aod Managing of Hot-beds and Green. 
Houses; and on the Pro tion and Cul- 
tivation of all sorts o itchen-Garden 
Plants, and of Fruit-Trees whether of the 
Garden or the Orchard. 


AND ALSO, 
On the Formation of Shrubberies and Flowers 
Gardens ; and on the Propagation and Cul- 


tivation of the several sorts of Shrubs and 
Flowers ; 


CONCLUDING WITH 
A KALENDAR, 


Giving instructions relative to the Sowings, 
Plaotings, Prunings, and other labours, to 
be performed in the Gardens, in each Month 
of the Year. 


By WILLIAM COBBETT.. 


Mr. Cossetr’s Books. 
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Just published, price 12s. 
4& GEOGRAPHICAL DICTIOWARY 
OF ENGLAND AND WaLzs; 


CONTAINING 

The names, in Alphabetical Order, of all the 
Counties, with their several Subdivisions 
into Hundreds, Lathes, Rapes, Wapen. 
takes, Wards, or Divisions; and an Ac. 
count of the Distribution of the Countig 
into Circuits, Dioceses, and Parliamentary 
Divisions. 

ALSO, 

The names (under that of each County re 
spectively), in Alphabetical Order, of all 
the Cities, Boroughs, Market Towns, Vil- 
lages, Hamlets, and Tithings, with the 
Distance of each from London, or from tie 
nearest Market Town, and with the Pop 
lation, and other interesting particulars 
relating to each ; besides which there are 

MAPS ; 

First, one of the whole country, showing the 
local situation of the Counties relatively 
each other; and, then, each County is also 
preceded by a Map, showing, in the same 
manner, the local situation of the Cities, 
Boroughs, and Market Towns. 


FOUR TABLES 
Are added ; first, a Statistical Table of all the 
Counties, and then three Tables, showing 
the new Divisions and Distributions enacted 
by the Reform-Law of 4th June, 1832, 


JOURNAL 
OF 
A TOUR IN ITALY, 


AND ALSO IN PART OF 
FRANCE AND SWITZERLAND; 


The route being . 
From Paris, through Lyons, to Marseille 
and, thence, to Nice, Genoa, Pisa, Florenct, 
Rome, Naples, and Mount Vesuvius ; 


AND 

By Rome, Terni, Perugia, Arezzo, Florentt, 
ations. Ferrara, Padua, Venice, Vero 
Milan, over the Alps by Mount St. 7 
nard, Geneva, and the Jura, back i 
France ; 

The space of time being, 
From October 1828, to September 1829. 
CONTAINING incl 

A description of the country, of the prac” 
cities and their most striking curiosities 
of the climate, soil, agriculture, 0 = 
ture, .and products; of the prices of P sol 
sions and labour; and of the dress¢ 
conditions of the people ; 

AND ALSO 

An account of the laws and customs, 
and religious, and of the morals 
meanour of the inhabitants, in the 5 
States. 


ciel 
de 
vert 


By JAMES P. COBBETT. 


Leen ee neat 


Printed by William Cobbett, Johnson’s-cvv'’ 





published by him, at 11, Bolt-court, Fleet 





